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OT to trouble you with Prefaces or Apologies, it 1s certain, That as in 
the Church of the Fes, they were not all Iſrael that were of Iſrael, Rom.9.6. 
ſo in our Church they have not all been, nor yet are, all rrue Church o 
England-men whoboaſt and pride themſelves in monopolizing that Cha- 
racer to themſelves : And yet I hope I may with great "Truth affirm, That the 7- 
dependant Prep Church. of England, is the beſt conſticuted Church, both for Do- 
&rine and Diſcipline, in the World ; and that there are both in our Hierarchie and 
in our Inferior Clergy, many ſeven ſhining Stars, many true Nathaniels indeed, in whom 
| #0 guile, John 1. 47. and yet I fear in the ſame Church, that as there hath been, 
' 1o there are ſtill many ſeven deadly Sinners, Linſey-wolſey Divines, not much un- - 
' like thoſe of Samaria, who feared God, yet ſerved Idols: or like thoſe of Iſrael who 
' ſwore by the Lord and Melcom, Whoever will ſeriouſly and impartially confider and 
* examine the Prints of Dr. Leighton, Pryn, Baſtwick and Burton, and compare them 
with the Prints of Harſener, Parker, (late Biſhop of Oxon) Montague, Sybthorp, Man- 
waring, and others, muſt conclude the Dodtrines and Poſitions of theſe Men to be 
far more pernicious and deſtructive to whole Kingdoms than the other ; and better 
deſerved their puniſhment than to be rewarded with Preferments as they were. 
And then if we confider how Inſtrumental ſome Prelates of thoſe times were in 
Puniſhing the one, and Preferring the other, contrary to all true Religion, and to 
the genius and ſenſe of the moſt Pious of the Nation; thereby manitelily eſpouling 
their Caule to be, their own, whereby they became participes criminss ; by which 
misbehaviour of theirs they brought upon themſelves contempt, and the Nation ab- 
* horred them, and would not be fatisfied untill they had difenabled them by A& 
of Parliament, 17 Car. And if we conſider the Opinions that the late Biſhop of 
| Oxon. ( otherwiſe a pious worthy Prelate ) ſacrificed to the Flames in Fuly 1683, 
| and the purport of the Addreſs of the other Univerſity to his Majeſty in September 
* 1681, And alſo the Contents of very many Sermons preached on the Ninth of 
| September 1683. Belides very many others, rank of one and the fame poyſonous 
E Leaven, all ſquinting towards Arbitrary Power, and, as much as in them lies, allu- 
” ring and encouraging Kings to attempt the ſame, by rendring them abſolutely Ab- 
ſolute, and unaccountable until Dooms-day in the Afrernoon ; whereby they become 
” only Nominal (T had almoſt ſaid Pungril ) Church-of- England-men, but not true [/- 
 raclites, not trus Nathaniels indeed : Thele things conſidered, how can I expect lets 
* thana whole hoſt of Chemarims about my Ears ? But when I conſider that ( accord- 
* ing to the Dodrine of the Church of Englazd ) the Word of God is the only Rule 
| of Faith and Obedience, and diſapproves all_ implicice Faith, . blind Obedience, and 
* Infallibility, and that we are not to imbibe TU on truſt, and expe&t Fation 
, y 
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by a deputy Faith and Obedience. And that St. Paul exhorts us, that e be no more 
henceforth children, tofſed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of dottrine, by the 
fleight of men,. and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, Eph. 4. 14. 
And the Scripture it felt counts it nobleneſs of mind to examine the doftrines of our 
Teachers, whether thoſe things are ſo, A&t-17.11. And the Angel of the Church of Ephe- 
ſa, highly commended for that, he hat tried them which ſaid they were Apoſtles and 
were not, and found them lyers, Revel. 2.2. And St. Paul bids us prove all things, and 
bold faſt that which s good, 1 Thell. 5. 21. Sure then after ſuch Apoſtolical Precepts, 
it is no crime to inquire whether ney that boaſt of being Church-of- England-men are 
ſo in truth or no. I appeal to your ſelves, Is it Fair, nay, is it Juſt ? nay, Is ic not 
Pride and Folly to aflert Trath by arrogating to your felves the only treedom of 
Speech, and ſtopping of Mouths, and Pens, and Preſs, and burning Opinions of 
others, equally gifted and furniſheq with the ſame means of knowledge with your 
ſelves, and have like precious Souls to fave as your ſelves ; and yet can let Popiſh 
Books, and other vile 'Tenets, be publiſhed and read as common as your own with- 
out Controul, Fire, or Faggot ; and connive at them, but ſtorm againft Proteſtanc 
Conventicles, and can let Swearers, Drunkards, Whoremungers, and Adulterers, 
march openly and confidently in our Streets, without ſo much as the Summons of 
an Apparitor, or Excommunication. Kr 
Tacitns, intending to write the Life of Agricola, Incurſuru tam ſava & infeſta vir- 
tutibus tempora,did beg Pardon, which otherwiſe he would not have done, conſidering 
that Aurehms Ruſticus for praifing Petus Thraſea, calling him viram ſantum, was pur 
to Death by Nero, virtutem ipſarft exſcipdere concupiſcens. And alſo Herennizs Senecio, 
becauſe he had written the Life of Helvidins Priſcrrys another Cato or Brutus, a Per- 
{on of moſt free Speech in behalf of the Commonwealth, for calling them moſt 
Holy and Upright Perſons. Beſides, ſeverity was uſed againft the Writers of Books, 
charge being given to the eZiles atid Trimwviri capitales, that the Works of thoſe 
Noble Wits ſhould folemnly be burnt in the Market-place; ſuppoſing that with that 
Fire they could ftop the Mouths of the People of Rowe, abolifh the Liberty of the 
Senate, and fiippreſs the Knowledge of all Mankind : Expelling withall, the Pro- 
teflors of Wiſdom, and all good Learning and Arts, leſt any ſparks of Honeſty 
ſhould remain. Hence Swlpitiz, a Poeteſs of that time, 


Nanc' igitur quiz res Romanas imperat inter, 
Et ftudia & ſapiens hominum nomenque genuſque, 
Omnia abice foras atque nrbe excedere juſſit. 


A very noble and pious Example taken from Heatheniſh Princes for Chriſtians 
to imitate. We naturally love, nay long for forbidden Fruit, and are moſt inqui- 
ſitive afrer Books forbidden, as being always jealons that ſome Truths lie dormant in 
ſuch, ready to fly in the Faces of thoſe that forbid them, and make wiſe Men con- 
clude, That Reaſon cannot ſtand on their fide, ho will not ſuffer the Reaſons of both Par- 
ties to be read and publiſhed. Goſpel Truths need no ſuch Artifices ; Souls purely di- 
vine without mixtures and allay of little pittiful ends and intereſts do fcorn the mo- 
tion, leſt happily ſome Divine Truths may by fuch ſiniſter devices be ſuppreſſed 
and ſtifled. And others being of the contrary Opinion, diametrically oppolite one 
to the other, and each differing no farther from the one than the other from them, 
and neither Infallible, what would you have us poor Laicks do ? death and damna- 
tion being pulpited againſt us by both Perſwaſions, as one Opinion or the other 
happeneth to poſſeſs the Pulpit. 

i. I ſay, That the differences among us are occaſioned not as Chriſtians, but as 
Men. -The Goſpel is the Goſpel of Peacez Peace was the laft Legacy that Chriſt left 
to his Church : My peace I leave with you, my peace I pive unto you, Joht 14.27. And 
his command as to have peace one with another, Mark 9. 50. and the unity of the ſpi- 


rit is preſerved by the bond of peace, Epheſ. 4. 3. But the little ſelf ends of Earth and 


Intereſt , of the Preferments, Ambition, and Domination, is the cauſe of Con- 
troverties, Animoſities, and Contentions, to which Prieſts are as ſubject as 
others. 

2. I ſay, There were falſe Prophets among the Fews, and was foretold, that as 
there were falſe Prophets among them, fo there ſhould be falſe reachers among ws, 
2 Pet.2.1. AndSt. Paul forewarned the Biſhop of Epheſws, That our of your 091 ſelves, 
ſhould ariſe men ſpeaking perverſe rbings, A&s 20. 30. and Chriſt himſelf, wheh he 4 

tionet 


WwWiS SA Sn AS atm AAA AO» 24AMNA  =yv wy 


(_—_— 


,y a mw» 


6: eo ans at nt em.cAa franc wo ro fo kond o©* 5% 2% Po fa jod oa 


_ a. _ LY __ 


Eecleſiafticks of af Perſwaſtons. 


tiofieth us to beware of falſe Prophets by calling, which ſhall be found falſe by their 
reaching. St. Paul allo granteth many fo be miniſters of Chriſt by profeſſion, and yet in 
words and deeds the miniſters of Satan, 2 Cor. 11. 13, 14, 15. ſuch falfe Apoftles, faith 
he, are deceitful workers, and transform themſelves into the Apoſtles of Chriſt : and for 
certain thefe Priefts of fuch different Perſwafions, Principles, and Doerines, cantist 
borh be in the right, and therefore good Reaſon that if poor Laicks are to live and 
die Ecernally, according to the Doctrines our Paſtors pulpit to us, it is but juſt, and 
right, that we ſhould try the Spirits, as commanded, Fohn 1. 41. and judg of Defrine 
as dire&ed, Cor, 10, 15. for certainly we are not to live by the deputy Fairh of our 
Officers, but by our own Faith, and muſt ſtand and fall accordingly : Now ſeeing 
our Teachers cannot agree Doctrines ( as in point of Reſiſtance and Paffive Obe- 
dience, taking and refuſing new Oaths, Ceremonies, Conformity, as well as in many 
others they do not) and both cannot be in the right, then are their Flocks in a very 
{ad condition, Pulpit-rebels both to the one and to the other, as the one or the other 
prevails, for neither are Infallible, ſo that we are clearly left to be our own Judges, 
and both Prieſt and People have no other Divine Rule or Authority without them ( war- 
rantable to one another, as a common Ground or Rule, either for Holy living or decifion of 
Controverſies in Matters of Religion, unto which all ought to ſubmit, ) but the Scriptures, 
nor any other within either Prieſt or People. But the Illumination of the Spirit ſo inter- 
preting the ſame Scriptures as warrantable both to Prieſts and People; and to ſuch whoſe 
Conſciences they can ſo perſwade can have no other ground in matters of Religion, but only 
from the ſame Scriptures ; and theſe not being poſſible to be underſtood without Divine Iu- 
mination, which no man can know at all times to be in himſelf, much leſs to be at any time 
for certain in another : and therefore the Scriptures being the only infallible Rule of life, and 
of judging Controverſies, and the Light within ms no farther Light, than wherein it agrees 
with tha Word ; if it do not, it is Darkneſs not Light. 

Now theſe things conſidered, will juftifie our taking up the Cudgels for our own 
Defence and Juſtification in theſe great and dangerous Diſputes, having Souls, Lives, 
Fortunes, Liberties to oy and enjoy, as well as Ecclefiaſticks. 

Though che Church of England be the beſt conftitured Church in the World, 
wherein the lively Oracles of God are purely Preached, and full fraught with ma- 
ny, very worthy pious and learned Prieſts and Prelates, yet there are amongſt 
them miany falſe Prophets, (and no wonder, was not there a Fudas among the 
Twelve? ) and falſe Teachers ; nay, very many time-ſervers that pimp for Dominati- 
on, Honors, Preferments, and other vile and baſe ends, and, like Micha's Lewvite, for a 
little better reward ſwallow any thing, ſtick at nothing, by School-quirks and 
falſe Reaſonings, perverting Scriptures to rob whole Kingdoms of their Laws, Li- 
berties, and Religion, that daub with untempered Mortar, flatter Profaneneſs, court 
and allure Royalties to Perjury ahd Robbery, whilſt they Preach ©uod liber licer, 
and Sovereignty abſolutely Abſolate to be in Kings, arid their unaccountablenels, be- 
tray Truths, ſmothering atid diflembling the Stridtneſs and Purity of holy Ways 
I contend not here againſt the lazy Drones that ſuck the Hony from the Bees by their 
Non-refidency, nor againſt the Damimees Euphonie gratia : theſe are perſonal Sins, and 
hurt others only by Exaniple, afid ſuch there are 3 but my conteſt is againſt thoſe 
Ecclefiaſticks who living, and hall intereſt at the upper end of the World, not only 
uſurped more Powers than they had right unto, but abuſed thoſe Powers and that 
Intereſt they had at Court; from which abuſe of Power pulpiting Divine Prerogatives 
of Kings beyond meaſiire, their unaccountableneſs, miſconſtruing and extending Paſſive 
Obedience beyond its juſt Bounds: Which have been the Harrangues of Prints and Pul- 
pits, till their own Copiholds came to be concerned, come all che diſturbances of 
Government in Church and State to whole Kingdoms. No wonder then it con- 
tempt be poured ori ſuch of the Clergy ( and oh ſuch of thetn only ) as Preach 
ſach deſtructive DoErines as deferve the ſevere Reprimatid of whole Kingdoms ; 
for thereby all Laws; Liberty, Propetty, Religion, and Honeſty would be crampled 
under foot. 

Therefore it's no Crime in the Laity to ſtand up in the defence of their own 
Rights and Concerns. As it is the duty of Prieſts, Miniſters of the Goſpel, to zearh 
» with Wiſdom and Knowledge, fo it is our duty to efterm them highly in love (if they 
do ſo ) for their Works ſake 3 and they that labour in the Word aud Dottrine are worthy of 
double Honour 4nd dowble Revenue 3 they carinot have too much : but they that do not 
Teach us with Knowledge and Undetſtanding are worthy of neither ; but when 
they abuſe and uſiirp Powers, they have no right unto, and claim them as _ 

us 
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due by the moſt Potent Claim in the World ( Faure .Divino ) monſkrum borrendum ! 
Witneſs Excommunication, becaule -there hath ( as of old, ſo of more late Days ) ſo 
much ill uſe: made thereof, of which I ſhall only ſay with Eraſtms de Excommunica- 
tione, that thereis no ſuch thing ( as it, 1s now uſed ) in all the Scripture ; in Santis Scrj- 
pturs nullum extat mandatum, ſed commentum eſt pure humanum, p. 67. Which renders 
the Execution thereof abominable. To wreſlt Scripture to maintain ſuch unlawful 
Powers doth very ill become the Prieſts of the moſt High God. As it is their Duty 
to Teach, fo itis our Priviledge and Right to judge of their Dodtrines, yea, and to 
put them in mind and admoniſh them alſo of their duty, Colofl. 4. 17. {Miſtake me not, 
as if this were bent againſt the Biſhops only ; no, no, Papiſt, Presbyter, Indepen- 
dant are all to blame in this Point : and it's no excuſe to us if we are deceived 
by the cunning Craftineſs of our Ghoſtly Fathers, 2yhereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. 

Let us look a little back, no farther than our own Times and Memories, and let 
them ſtand or fall in the good Graces of the Kingdom, according to their Merits or 
Demerits. In the time of King Fames, the Parliament fitting, Dr. Harſener Biſhop of 
Chicheſter Preached a Sermon at Whitehall upon Mark 12. 17, Give unto Caſar, &c. 
wherein he inſiſted, that Goods and Money were Czxlars, and therefore they were not to be 
denied unto him at which the whole Parliament ſtormed and rook great Offence, 
which that wiſe and peaceable Prince endeavoured to calm and qualifie by mode- 
rate Expoſition thereof, to the Lords and Commons for that purpoſe Afembled in 
the Banquetting-Houſe, viz. That the Door meant it according to the. Laws and 
Cuſtoms of the Country wherein they did live. This did mollifie, but not ſatisfte, 
and therefore the Sermon was burnt to fatisfie their Indignation againſt ſuch vile 
and deſtructive Doctrines; for which he was well rewarded by being tranſlated to 
Norwich, then to York, a ſhrewd ſign that ſuch Doctrines did pleaſe the Court, tho? 
not the Parliament. Likewiſe Mr. Ric. Montague, who 21 Fac. printed an Anſwer 
to the late Gag of Proteſtants: and about 22 Fac. printed another Book, Entituled, 
A Treatiſe of the Invocation of Saints. 1 Car.1. he printed another, Entituled, 4» Appeal 
to Cxfarz which Books contained fo many Erronious and falſe Doctrines, contrar 
to the very Articles agreed on in the Convocation held at London 1562. that the 
diſobliged the whole Nation ſo much that the Commons Houſe exhibited Articles 
againſt him 1 Car. and prayed that he might be puniſhed. This Cauſe began 
21 Fac. when he had publiſhed a former Book, called 4 new Gag for an old Gooſe, 
and was then queſtioned in Parliament, and committed to the Archbiſhop of Car- 
terbury, and ended in an Admonition only given to Montague by the Archbiſhop, 
who diſliked that Book, and thought to lupprels it but could not: It was printed 
and dedicated to the King 3 and his Cauſe was recommended to the Duke of 
Buckingham by the Biſhops of Oxford, Rocheſter, and St. Davids ; all mighty Church 
of England Men, ( not Puritans ) whereby they eſpouſed it as their common Cauſe 
and Concern; and Montague is made his Majeſties Chaplain, yet his Majeſty was 
ſo juſt and prudent as to leave him to the Parliament 3 which did not pleaſe the 
Biſhops : and the Commons Houle did exhibit Articles againſt him, and prayed his 
Book might be burnt and himſelf puniſhed, but the Biſhops prevailed ſo much with 
the King on their own behalf, that he was made firſt Biſhop of Chiche/ter,and then 
Biſhop of Norwich, and his Book only called in by Proclamation, yet fo as all An- 
{wers thereunto by Preaching or Writing were forbidden. For the ſeveral Anſwers 
made by Dr. Featly, Dr. Gead, in their Parallels by Mr. Burton, Ward, Yates, Wotton, 
Rouſe, in a Book called King Fames's Religion, were all ſuppreſſed, and ſome of the 
Printers queſtioned in the High Commithon : and AMortague had a Royal Pardon, 
which was inquired into 4 Car. by the Commons Houſe. 

In the ſame Parliament a Petition was exhibited from ſome Bookſellers and Prin- 
ters in London, complaining of the reſtraint of Books written againſt Popery ; and 
the contrary allowed of by the only means of Dr. Laud Biſhop of London, and di- 
vers of the Printers and Bookſellers were ſent for by Purſevants, tor Printing 
Books againſt Popery, and the Licenſing is only reſtrained to the Biſhop of Londen 
and his Chaplains. | | 

Ph. de Comines complained, That tho' the King of France had a wiſe Coun- 
cil, yet they rid all upon one Horſe. And muſt we be Prieſt-ridden by a Bi- 
ſhop and his Chaplains? Upon which Mr. Selden declared, That there was no 
Law to prevent Printing of any Books, only a Decree in Star-Chamber, and he ad- 
viſed that a Law might be made concerning Printing, elſe one may be Fined, Im- 
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priſoned, and his Goods taken ' from him by vertue of ſuch Decrees; which is 2 
great invaſion upon the Liberty of the Subject. -: Teri efitviÞd \: 1995 

About the ſame time alſo catne out Cys his Book - of Seven Sacraments, cott- 
taining ſtrange things ; againſt whom the Commons Houſe exhibir 21 Articles, 
whereof one was for calling ſome Gentlewomen Whores, and*Jades, and Pa- 
gans, and for tearing ſome of: their Clothes when they were in their Seats iti the 
Church, "MY they would not bow to the Altar, nor at the Natnefof Jefiis, ec. 
Naljen 559. | | 
our this time the Clergy had wrought themſelves with great Power and Tit- 
tereſt ac Court, which encouraged the Inferior Clergy to great boldneſs, and to pul- 
pit any thing that might pleaſe, as the very Road of Preterment, Teach for Hire, and 
Divine for Money. | 

Another that did appear bare-faced, and without any Vizard, was one Sybtherp, 
Vicar of Brackley, ſcarce Batchellor of Art, who preached Feb. 22. 1626. at Lent 
Aſſizes at Northampton, on Rom. 13. 7. Which Sermon, called Apeſftolical Obedience, 
tho? full fraught with many Theſes deſtructive to all human Society : yet had fuch 
countenance from the Court-Clergy, that they procured his Majefty to ſend t6 the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury to Licenie it for the Preſs, for the better grace of the bu- 
finefs, which his Majeſty did ſeveral times by Mr. William Murrey ; but the Arch- 
biſhop, like a true Nathanel, refuſed to give it aft Imprimatur ; but ttot without great 
Reaſons humbly fabmicted to his Majeſty for his fo doing. It was afterwards car- 
ried to Dr. Worrall, Chaplain to the then Biſhop of London ; who having hand-over 
head Licens'd it, afterward took advice of Councet; who told him, Thar if all it 
that Sermon were true, there was to meum & tum: left to SubjeRs, and that he 
might be called to an Account for it and hanged : Whereuport he blotted one his 
Name again; and the Book was afterward Licens d by Laud , then Bifhop of 
London, who gave it a great and ftately Allowanice, and cauſed it to be dedicated 
to the King, and publiſhed upon his Majeſties Cortmiſſfion for the Raiſing of 
Money by the way of Loan ; which was by tuch Royal Anthority; to give greatet 
countenance thereto : It taught rhas the King's Duty i to diretf and make Laws, tha: 
nothing may excuſe from A&ive Obedience, but what * againſt the Law of 'Ged, or Ni- 
twre, or Impoſſible : That all Antiquity was abſolutely for Abſolute Obedience in all Civil and 
Temporal Things. Laud alfo allowed the Book called, The Seves Sacraments, with all 
its Errors, which were afterwards expunged. 

Another bold-faced Prieft, that did appear about the fame time, was Dr. {ar 
waring, who promoted the ſame Delign' in two Sermons, preached before the King 
and Court at Whitehall, called Religion and Allegiance ; in which he declared, Thar 
the King was not bound to obſerve the Laws of the Realm concerning the . Subjects Rights 
and Liberty, but that his Royal Will and Command in impoſing Leans and Taxes without 
common conſent in Parliament, doth oblige the Subjetts Conſcience upon pain of Eternal 
Damnation; that they who refuſed to pay this Loan, offended againſt the Law of God and 
the Kings Supreme Ambhority, and became guilty of Ingpiety, Diſloyalty and Rebellion ; and 
that the Authority of Parliament is mot neceſſary for Raiſing the of Aids, and Subſidies, 8c. 
for which he was impeached in Parliament, 4 Car. for that they tended to alter 
and ſubvert the whole Frame and Fabrick of this State and Commonwealth, thar 
they tended to infuſe into the Conſcience of his Majefty, the perfwaſionof a Pow- 
er not bounding it ſelf with Laws; which King Fames, in his Speech March 2x. r609. 
to the Parliament, calls Tyranny with Perjury : he endeavours to perfwade the Con- 
ſcience of the Subjects, that they are bound to: obey commands illegal ; yea, he 
damns them for not obeying them ; he robs the: Subje& of the Property of cheir 
Goods, and ſeeks like Faux and his fellows, to blow up Parliaments, and Parka- 
mentary Power, &c. That they held it a great preſumption for a private Divine to des 
bate the Right and Power of the King, which is a matter of ſuch high Confe- 
quence, as to be handled only in Parliament, and that with moderation : therefore 
upon the whole matter he was cenſured to be Impriſoned during ve pleaſure of the Houſe, 
Fined ro00 I. to make his ſubmiſſion at both Bars, ſu{pended three Years from the exerciſe 
of his Miniſtry, diſabled to have any Eccleſiatiical Government, or Seculay' Office, for 
ever diſabled to Preach at Court, his Book to be burnt in London, -avd in both Univey- 
ſities, and the re-printing thereof to be inhibited by bis Mafeſties Proclamation. | 

Notwithſtanding all cheſs Cenfures, Reprimands, and! Judgement of Parliament, 
yet ſuch Juglers were the mighty Church of England Prieſts and Prelates, and ſuch 
was the Prevalency, Potency, and Impudency of the i Court Clergy, ( ps w 
thanels 
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thaniels ) that they procured their Royal Pardons of all Errors heretofore commic- 
ted by them, either in Speaking, Writing, or Printing, and Manwaring was imme: 
diately preſented.to the Reftory of Srampford Rivers in Eſſex, and had a Diſpenſa- 
tion to hold it, together with the Re&ory of St. Giless in the Fields, Ruſhworth's 
Colle. when. as' the juſtneſs of the Nation required their ſevere Reprimands, nay, 
their Puniſhments, nay, the Muzling of their, Mouths. 

Theſe and. their Abettors, ( no Nathaniels )) Biſhops of London, Durham, Rocheſter, 
Oxford, and others, being of the ſame Quire and Chorus, ſung the ſame Tune, and 
boaſted themſelves to be the true Church of Erg/and Men ; but the Archbiſhop- 

Abbot ( though Primate and Metropolitan of all England,) and multitudes of others, 
both Biſhops, Prieſts, and Lay, much more Loyal and more True Church of England 
Men than themſelves, were branded for not being right Church of England Men, 
and reviled as Puritanical, Factious ; what not? Under which Notion, the Arch- 
biſhop- Abbot ſuffered being diſgraced at Court, commanded to withdraw into the 
Country, Sequeltred, ec. 

Whoever will ſeriouſly confider how Induftriouſly, Active, and Inſtrumental, the 
Biſhops then, in Vogue ( who were the Biſhops of Londen, and his Complices, vis. 
Durham, Rochefter, Oxon. St. Davids, and others ) were to_ procure Dr. Alexander 
Leighton, a learned Scotch-man, Mr. Burton, B. D. Mr. Pry, Barriſter, and Dr. Baſt- 
wick, to be 1o inhumanly cenſured in the Star-Chamber, and High Commiſſion, wiz, 
Impriſoned, Fined, Whipt, Pillored, Ears cut off, Cheeks branded, with other Se- 
verities fitter for Infidels, nay, for Brutes rather than Chriſtians; and for what? not 
truly for Crimes, icarce Peccadilloes ( but rather for Rebukes of Sin, ) as their 
Works do teſtifie,, in reſpe&. of what abominable Dodrines their own Prieſts 

' Preached, countenancing and preferring thoſe that Preached them, eſfouſing their 
Cauſe as their own, and ſo became participes crimins, tho' againſt the Intereſt and 
Senſe of the whole Kingdom aflembled in Parliament : whereby, and by their be- 
ing a conſtant dead wait for the Court againſt the Kingdom, they brought ſo great 
a Diſdain and Contempt on their Hierarchy, and-thoſe Courts, that the Nation was 
not able to bear them, and was forced to take away both theſe Courts, and their 
Priviledge of Sitting in the Houſe of Lords. 

On which I ſhall only Remark. thus -mwch, viz. That thoſe Eccleſiaſticks that 
preached Prerogative higheſt, tho' to the ruine of the Nation , and tho? con- 
demned by the whole Kingdom in Parliament, and that ſeverely, and with high 
Reſentments, yet when the Parliament was up, Biſhop Laud and his» Com- 
plices (no true, but Pungril Church of E-g/and Men) ſo improved their 
Intereſt at Court, that they were preferred ; and others that did but Write 
and Preach againſt their violent and unconſcionable Proceedings were barbarouſly 
cenſured and uſed; which the Parliament ſo laid to Heart, that they took away 
both theſe Courts : And when thoſe Three, viz. Prin, Baſtwick, and Burtcn, returned 
from their deſigned perpetual Impriſonment, they were met and carefſed all along 
the Road, and received by the City with great Joy and Acclamations. And ſome 
while after Biſhop Laud came to his unhappy Doom ; how delervedly I judge 
not. 

'If fo to countenance and prefer thoſe that Preach Doctrines fo deſtructive to 
whole Nations, and to Perſecute learned and pious Men, by the Character of a 
right Church of England Man, I muſt confeſs that I cannot diſtinguiſh between Na- 
thaniels and thoſe that can ſwear by the Lord and Melcom. I Appeal to the whole 
World, whether of thoſe two Contemporaries, Archbiſhop Abbot or Bifhop Laus, 
were the Nathaniel, the trueſt Church of Eng/and Man ? Abbot refuſing, and Laud 
granting an o—_ to Sibthorp's Sermon, which was condemned to be burn, 
and yet Abbot Diſcountenanced, Sequeſtred, ſent into the Country, &c. and Laus 
advanced. 

Beſides, I verily believe, that it cannot be proved by any plain place of Scri- 
pture, that there is any Power under Heaven, Eccleliaſtick or Civil, that hath 
lawful Authority to forbid any Man ( lawfully qualified ) to Preach the Goſpel, 


or to Proſecute any Man for denying ſubmiſflion to the uſe of Ceremonies no ways , 


Eſſential to the Salvation of Souls. If fo, what are we modeſtly to think of thoſe 
Recefficks and their Adherents, that ever ſince the Reformation Perſecuted our 
Diſlenters for Non:conforming to ſuch commands? 
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What made ſo many of our Learned, Pious, Conſcientious .Clergy and Laiety; 
Orthodox both in Life and Dodrine, cry Migremw: hinc, and plant themſelves in 
Foreign Barbarous Countries, but Perſecutions for. their Conſciences, and for ;Re+ 
bukes of Sin rather than for any Crimes or Sins? 'And yet their Perſecutors had 
the Impudency of Ahab the ſor of Omri, ( who did evil in the fight of the Lord above 
all that went before him, ) to tax them for Troublers of 1ſrae!, when' themſelves, Abah- 
like troubled it, for they medled not with the Conformiſt, but the Conformiſt with 
them ; not conſidering that Chriſt came to take away the heavy: Yoke of Fewiſh 
Ceremonies, and he and his Apoſtles never uſed nor preſcribed any other; and why 
any other Authority ſhould impoſe any other Ceremonies, and compel Obedience 
to them, whereby they require other: Conditions of Goſpel-Communion than ever 
Chriſt himſelf did, or his Apoſtles after him, is paſt all Underſtanding. They 
would oblige us, to ſhew us.by any one plain place of Scripture, that. Chriſt hath 
given any Charter to his Church, or to any Officers thereof, to require more Ce- 
remonies to be admitted into his Fellowſhip and Worſhip than he himſelf hath done; 
or, to deny their Communinn, that are as capable of Heaven without the uſe of 
them, as themſelves with the uſe of them. 

To the Council met at Feruſ/alem, A&#s 15. conſiſting of Apoſtles, and all the fairh- 
ful in the Church, and. to the Holy Ghoſt, it ſeemed good to lay upon them no greater 
burthen than things neceſſary, yet ſome of our Pungril Church of England Men, ta- 
king themſelves to be wiſer than either the Apoſtles or the Holy Ghoſt, have da- 
red to impoſe Ceremonies and. Qbſervances, no way neceſſary. nor conducing to 
the Saving of Souls, or Edification ; yea, and more ſtritly requiring Conformity 
unto them, puniſhing more ſeverely the breach of them, than the breach of Gods 
Precepts. 

Tho' to err manifeſtly againſt the Scriptures, be the moſt dangerous and greateſt 
blindneſs that can poflibly befal any Chriſtian and the greateſt Chaſtiſement that 
God can impoſe in puniſhment of them, whoever ſhall make uſe of the Divine Au- 
thority to ſerve their own turns in any worldly Intereſts ; yet ſo ative is the Zeal 
of Prieſts of enlarging their own Phylacteries, their-Greatneſs and Impery, that they 
make no Bones of wreſting and perverting any Scripture, Old or New, co make it 
ſerve their turns ; which in plain Ergliſh is to make Godlineſs wait upon Gain, Pride, 
and Ambition. | 

Tet us now alſo add and conſider the grand Pique theſe Prieſtly. Court Paraſites 
( pure Church of England Men) have had againſt Puritans, (the ſober and think- 
ing part of the Nation, ) and Puritaniſm of old, and the ſame under the names. of 
Whigs and Phanaticks, the Arts and Tricks they have uſed to ſuppreſs the Purity and 
Power of Religion, by reviling their. Perſons, decrying and ſuppreſiing Lectures on 
the Week-days, Sermons on Sundays in the Afternoon, and Conventicles, and gi- 
ving encouragement to Idleneſs, Looſenels, and Prophaneſs in the People. Witneſs 
the Book allowing Sports on the Lord's Day ; and the Countenance given there- 
to by the then Court Prelates and Prelatical Prieſts, who procured a Royal Procla- 

mation to juſtifie the ſame : And Archbiſhop Laud ſequeſtred Mr. Wilſon four Years 
for not Reading that Book ; and proſecuted him in the High Commiſſion Court, for not Read- 
ing the Prayers of the laſt Edition, commanded by the Archbiſhop. Nalſon 571. Who 
yet Countenanced Publick Sports on the Lord's-Day by the Examples of the Re- 
formed Churches beyond Sea, and for the Publick Dances of our Youth upon 
Country Greens on Sundays after the Duties of the Day ; fo Biſhop Bramball (other- 
wif: a pious Perſon, and {tout aflertor of the Proteſtant Religion againſt Popery, ) 
who ſees nothing in them but innocent and agreeable to that under fort of Peo- 
ple, who likewiſe takes the promiſcuous Licenſe to unqualified Perſons to read the Scripture 
to be farmore prejudicial, nay,more pernicions than the over rigorous reſtraint -of the Roma- 
niſts, p. 641, 642, 643+ 

This may be the Court Diale&, and Prelatical Goſpel, but certainly not Apo- 
ſtolical: for the ſame Equity for keeping the Sabbath ftrialy, yea, very ſtrictly 

( not Fewiſhly Ceremonious ) is as incumbent and obliging unto us under the Go- 

{pel at this Day as to the Fews under the Law. I cannot underſtand ſuch Liberty 

to be keeping of the Sabbath, but rather a polluting of ir, Iſai: $6.2, 6. Keeping of 

the Sabbath is not to reſt only from bodily Labour, but to abſtain from doing our 
own pleaſures, and our own ways, and not ſpeaking our own words, lai. 58. 13, 14. and 
abſtaining from the delights of Sin, as well as trom the Works of our ordinary Cal- 
lings. What ! weary of ftri& keeping the Sabbaths here, and yet preſume = 
; ene 
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the expeaation of an Eternity, which ſhall be nothing elſe but Sabbaths? Certain- 
ly our Sabbaths here are but an Earneſt and a Pledge of that Eternal Sabbath which 
we. deſire to Celebrate with Saints and. Angels in Heavenly Places. : 1 wonder how 
ſo Pious a Prince, and of ſuch mighty Inſight and Underſtanding, could be fo im- 
ſed upon by his Prelates, and to Countenance ſuch a Book by his Proclamation. 

'wonder af) how. Biſhop Bramball could ſhew ſuch diſlike of unqualified Perſons 
Reading the Scriptures, ( when to ſearch them is a Preceps Univerſal, and to judge of 
Dodrines alſo, and/) whereas there's nothing in them of abſolute neceflity to Salya- 
tion to be believed, but what is very obvious and intelligible to every indifferent ca- 

acity. 
: Bold Church of 'Evg/and Men, that dare to be wiſer than Almighty God, by 
taking upon 'them to foreſee Dangers that God never did foreſee, and to prevent 
them by ſuch Methods as thwart God's own Appointments. Beyond all peradyen- 
ture ſuch Dodrines, fuch Practices, ſuch Methods, can never conduce to the Bene- 
fit and Service of God's Holy Church and Choſen, or to the Purity or Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel, but are rather a 9muzling of their \Mouths, who ſhould tread out 
their Corn, which ſhould bring forth the "ag of Life Everlaſting unto the People. How- 
ever, tho' there: have been ſuch Priefts and Prelates that have fo ated, yet I am 
not of their: Opinion who therefore deemed them Papiſts in Heart. No, no, ſome 
of them have given abundant 'Teſtimony to the contrary, by their worthy Works, 
as of Archbiſhop Laud, Bramball, and others. But it is too plain that they impro- 
ved what Intereſt they had at the upper end of the World, towards the Setting up 
and Advancing the Power, Impery, and Grandeur of the Church Men, and to keep the 
Laiety under; and: did not: improve their Intereſt towards advancing the Purity 
and Simplicity of the Goſpel, or towards the waking of a high-way of Holineſs through- 
out the Land, that way-fairing men, though fools, might not err therein, tai. 35. 8. that be- 
ing certainly their greater Duty, to have beſtowed themſelves and their Intereſt on 
the benefit and Service of the Church, rather than 'of the Pride and Ambition of 
Church Men. | 

' Thus much by way of Caution, to prevent the like for the future, being of Opi- 
nion, that the Perſecuting DiſRknters and Conventicles is as Nationul a Sin as Drink- 
ing, Drabbing, and Swearing, and ought to be as nationally to be lamented both by 
Clergy and Laiety : For I muſt confeſs my felt abſolutely ignorant of any one thing, 
or ſignal Conſtitution, from the very beginning of the Reformation to this very 
day, to which the Diſſenters were required to conform and ſubmit, that was e/- 
ſentially neceſſary, either to the Salvation of Souls, or to the more pure and ſmcere Preaching 
of the Goſpel, unto which they deenid their Conformity or Submiſſion. "They would yet ve- 
y much oblige us, if they would make known unto us ſuch Conftitutions, if any 
ich there be: for if in truth they have not been ſuch, then the Impoſers, not che 
Difſenters, are the Separatiſfts and, Schiſmaticks, tor the very ſeli-fame Reaſons that the 
Papiſts are Schiſmaticks, not Proteſtants. And I am afraid that it is not Conſcience, 
but ſiniſter ends, that makes Prelates contend ſo out of meafure for things no way 
Eſſential to Salvation. According to St. Cyprian, In ſinu ſacerdotum ambitio dormit, 
ibi ſub umbrd recubat, in Secreto Thalami & fraudulenter occultat & nihil intentatum 
pratermitit. 442. 

About the Year 1558, there being a Cuftom among the People of Pars, in the 
Summer Evenings, to go out of the Suburbs of St. German in great Multitudes to 
take the Freſco, and to Solace themſelves with divers kinds of Sports; thoſe of the 
new Religion, inſtead of doing ſo, began to fing the Pſalms of David in French 
Verſes the Multieude firſt laughed at the Novelty, then leaving the Sports, joyned 
themſelves unto the Singers. And the number of thoſe who came to that place 
began to increaſe more than uſually, whereupon the Pope's Nuntio told the King of 
this Novelty, as of a thing pernicious and dangerous ; becauſe the Minifteries of 
Religion, uſually Celebrated in the Church in the Latm Tongue by Religious Men 
only, were put into the Mouths of the common People in the Vulgar Language, 
which was an invention of the Lutherans ; telling him, that if he did not retift che 
beginnings, in a ſhort time, all Pars would be Lntherans: the King gave order 
that the principal Authors ſhould be progeeded againſt ; wherein they went nor 
very far, having found Anthony, King of Navar, and. his Wite in that Number : 
but for hereafter it was forbid upon pain of Death. Trem. 410. 


Thus 
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Thus ou Te how both the Hugonots and Papiſts behaved themſelves beyond 
Sea, and that the King and Queen of Navar were not aſhamed to Conventicle 
openly, nor of Chriſt, nor of his Words, left Chriſt ſhould be aſhamed of them 
when be ſhall come in bis own Glory, and in bis Fathers, and of the Holy Angels, Luke 
9. 26. nor aſhamed to ſearch the Scriptures in their own Language, becauſe com- 
manded, and becauſe in them is eternal life, John 5. 39. 

This Nation and Government did preſume at leaſt, that ſuch folenin Rebukes: 
ſuch ſevere Reprimands as the Preachers of ſuch Docrines received from the whole 
Kingdom, repreſented in Parliament by King, Lords, and Commons, Clergy and 
Layety ſhould have forewarned and diſcouraged all the ſucceeding Clergy for ever 
Preaching ſuch deſtructive Dodrines again ; of which we now ſee and feel the 
{mart and fad effets, which our prudent Predeceſfors did foreſee, and would have 
prevented by their timely Rebukes and Precautions : but they have not prevailed. 
In the Church of Epheſxs there were thoſe that boaſted themſelves to be Apoſtles, 
but being ttied by the Angel of that Church were found Lyars. Is it not ſo with 
us? Have we not many that boaſt themſelves to be the only true Church of Erp- 
land Men, that if tried by our Angels would be found but Pungrils? nay, Ly- 
ars, making Kings glad with their Wickedneſs, and Princes with their Lyes, Hoſ. 7. 3. 
But the Works, and Labour, and Patience, of our true Church of England Men, 
true Nathaniels indeed, cannot bear ſuch Church of England Men as are fo evil, 
as to dare to Preach and Print fuch enſlaving Dodtrines. Nay, now at this very 
Day its a ſhame to tell how ſuch falſe Prophets uſe the Church of the Great God, 
by making Her a very Tool and Slave to ſerve their own turns, and to bring 
their own ends about, not caring what havock they make of the Purity and Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel. 

Mr. Clifford on Pſalm 51. 4. pulpits, That Kings, as ſuch are above the Law, have 
Power to Diſpenſe with the Law at their Pleaſure , and alter Religion at Plea- 

tre, Pag. 7. 

7 Mr. F. T— in his Sermon on Eeccleſ; 10. 20. declares, That Reſiſtance in all Caſes, aud 
in all its Degrees and Circumſtances, abſolutely unlawful, becauſe it luppoſes an Appeal of 
the People from the King to themſelves, and makes them Judges of their own Cauſes : 
for to place Sovereignty, and the laſt Appeal, in all the People together, x perfe# 
nonſenſe, becauſe all the People will never be of one mind while the World itands, 
pag. 8. 9, (and TI will add, nor all the Clergy.) And yet he is ſo ingenious as to 
confeſs, That the Intereſt of a Nation is to be preferred before the Intereſt or Welfare Z one 
Man: according to Fobn 11. 49, 50, 51. It # expedient for ws, that one man aje for the 
People, and that the whole Nation periſh not. So that we have a ſure word of Prophe- 
ſie, that it is the Teſtimony of God himſelf, That a greater Intereſt of Mankind # to 
be preferred before a leſſer, pag. 20, 21. | 

As perfe& nonſenſe as this Prieſt is pleaſed to make Appeals unto the People to 
be, yet ſo wiſe were the Rowan State, above Fifty Years before Chriſt's time, and fo 
caretul of their own Happineſs, Rights, and Intereſts, that they thought it, even 
then, a moſt prudent Law : And therefore Publizs Palerins cauſed it to be an Eſta- 
bliſh't Law, That Appeals ſhould be allowed from any Magiſtrate to the People. Livy lib. 3. 
n. 8. And that no Man ſhould offer to make any Magiſtrate without liberty of Appeal : 
and if he did, it ſhould be lawful to kill him. Ibid. lib. 3. n. 34. For which prudent 
Law they honored him, by adding Pablicola to his other name. 

What the Power of the Firſt Kings were, appears, for that Ephron, Chief Prince 
of the Children of Heth, would not grant Abraham the poſſeſſion of a Sepulcbre in the 
Land of the Children of Heth, but in the preſence, and with the approbation of the Children 
of Heth, before all that went in at the gate of bx City, Gen. 23. 


Nor would Hamor, Prince of the Country, make a League with Jacob, but by the conſent | 


of all that 2ent out of the gate of hi City, Gen. 34. becauſe all the great Concerns of 
the Governed was referred unto the Common Council and confent of. the People, 
which in thofe Empires was eaſily done, which commonly was circumfcribed with- 
in one or few Cities. But when. Kings began to enlarge their Territories, ſo that 
all the People could not Aſſemble in one Place without danger of contuſion ; there 
were ordinarily inſtituted Tribunes of the People, or Officers of the Kingdom, or of 
the Governed, to aflift and defend .the Rights and Priviledges of the People, granted 
to them by the Law of God and Nature 3 and upon great Exigences 5 Erear Ailemblies 
of the Sages of the Governed were aſſembled, as an Epitoins of the L 

were extraotdinarily congregated to collider dn cotiſle theteot. 


niverſal People; 
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In the T/raeliciſh Kingdom ( which, by conſent and judgment of all Politick Wri- 
ters, was the beſt conitituted Government of the World ) was the ſame order ob- 
ſerved ; the King had his particular Officers, and the Kingdom theirs; Seventy one 
Elders, their Captains choſen out of every Tribe, which both in War and Peace ſhould take 
care of the whole ; Macziſtrates alſo in [:y/is Municipiis : that as they were to take 
care of the whole, 1o the foveral Officeis were to take care of their particular Ci- 
ties and Charges over which they were fet. For David called all the Congregation 
when he deſired to Invelt SoJowon in his Kingdom : when he had reſtored the Po- 
licy of that Nation to have it examincd and approved, 1 Chron. 19. So when Da- 
wid was to fetch back the Ark, 8c. 1 Chr. 13, which Officers, becauſe they repre- 
ſented the People, it is Taid, the People came together ; ſo the People reſcued Fena- 
than, when Saul bad appointed to die, 1 Sam. 14. 45. by which it appears, that an Ap- 
peal did lie from the King to the: People. So the Kingdom ol Iſrael was . rent from Re- 
boboam by the People ; by which it appears, that the Syzedrium of Seventy one at 
Jeruſalem, had the Anthority, that as Kings did judge particular Perſons, ſo theſe had 
the Power to judge Kings. 

The Hogen-Meogen words of Sovereign and Supreme, are but werba ſolennia, words of 
Courſe and Complemental , but confer no Power : what Great and Sovereign 
Powers Kings by Right have, are given and limited by Laws of common Conſent, 
and not Abſolute : what other Laws of Sovereignty there are of Right that belong 
to them is paſt all Underſtanding, abſolute Sovereignty in Kings hath no warranc 
beyond any Divine Law, that belongs only to God, 2ybo zs Lord of all the Kingdims 
of the Earth. And though Appeals to all the People may be Nonlence, yet it is ve- 
ry good Senſe to Appeal to their Epitomy, their Repreſentatives, their Ephori, and Tri- 
bunes to the Laws, and to the Legiſlators which are the Supreme and Sovereign Power 
of the Nation, and have an equal ſhare in making our Laws. 

The Commons Houle , 4. Car. 1628, having prepared a Petition to preſent to his 
Majeſty, ſent it to the Lords for their concurrence ; who returned it, adding theſe 
words, viz. | With due regard to leave intire the Sovereign Power, wherewith your Majeſty 
z intruſted for the Prote&tion, Safety, and Happineſs of the People. | Which terms of Sove- 
reign Power were 1o diſtaſteful to the Commons, as looking, being free from any 
condition, and that they were no part of the Law, no Parliamentary words, that 
they weakned Magna Charta, and all our Statutes, that by intendment and implica- 
tion they might give a Sovereign Power above all thoſe Laws, &c. and therefore 
would by no means admit thereof, ,tho* ſtrongly conteſted tor by the Lords. 
Raſh. 565, 

Ne and ſuch like were the things that made the Parliament in 1641 Remon- 
* ſtrate to his Majeſty, That the moſt Publick and Solemn Sermons before his Ma- 
* jeſty, were either to advance Prerogative above: Law, or decry the Property of 
*the Subject, and thereby lay a foundation of difference between the King and his 
* People, or cle Invectives to make thoſe odious who ſought co maintain the Reli- 
*gion and Laws of the Kingdom , and to have them weeded out of all Coms 
* miſſions, or other Imployments of Power in the Government, that the Biſhops and 
* others of the Clergy did, by their Suſpenſions, Excommunications, Deprivacions, 
*and Degradations, of divers painful, learned, and pious Miniſters, oppreſs his Ma- 
< jelty*s Subjects ; that the High Commiſſion Court, and the Courts of the Biſhops 
* did excced in ſharpnels and ſeverity little leſs than the Romiſh Inquiſition, that thoſe 
* were fitteſt for Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, and ſooneſt obtained them, who were 
* molt wirulent againſt Godlineſs and Honeſty, and uſed means to ſuppreſs the Purity 
*and Power of Religion, and to increaſe and maintain, ignorance, looſeneſs and 
* prophaneſs in the People: that the Archbiſhops and other Biſhops and Clergy conti- 
*nued the Convocation by a new Commiſſion, and turned it to a Provincial Synod, 
*inwhich by an unheard of Preſumption ; they made Canons that contained in 
*them many matters contrary to the Kings Prerogative, to the fundamental Laws 
* and Statutes of the Realm, to the Right of Parliaments, to the. Property and 
* Liberty of the Subje&t, and matters tending to Sedition, and of dangerous Con- 
* ſequence; thereby eſtabliſhing their own Uſurpations, juſtifying their Altar-wor- 
* ſhip, and thoſe other Superſtitions and Innovations, which they formerly incro- 
*duced without warrant of Law. They impoſed a new Oath upon divers of his Ma- 
* jeſty's Subjetts, both Eccleſiaſtical and Lay, for maintaining their own Tyranny, and laid 
*a great Tax upon the Clergy, for ks of his Majeſty ; and generally they 
: ſhewed themſelves very affectionate to the War with Scotland, ( which was the py 
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© ginning of-all our future miſchief, ) and by themſelves tiled Bellum Epiſcopale, all 
« their pretended Canons and Conſtitutions were armed with ſeveral cenſures of 
© Suſpenſion, Excommunication, Deprivation by which they would have thruſt out 
* all the good Miniſters, and moſt of the well-affeted People of the Kingdom, and 
© left an eafis paſſage to their own deſign of Reconciliation with Rome. Remonſtr. 
Decemb. 15. 164.1. | 

This is no new way of Remonſtrating againſt ſuch ill Church of Exgland Men, 
deſigning to enſflave a free Kingdom by their Docrines. For in the Parliamenc 
1625, the Houſe of Commons did Article againſt Mr. Ric. Montague, that he might 
be puniſhed, and his Book burnt, tor his impious and profane 1cotfing at Preaching, 
Meditations, and Conterrences, ( which in plain Ergliſh is Conventickling, ) Pulpits, 
Le&ures, Bible, and all ſhew of Religion, and for caſting the odious name of Puri- 
tans on Orthodox Men. Ruſhworth 215. © And in the Parliament 1628, the Com- 
* mons did Remonſtrat? againſt Dr. Nea!, Biſhop of Winton , and Laud Biſhop of 
© Bath and IVells, that there hath been no ſmall labouring to remove that which is 
*the moſt powerful means to ftrengthen and increaſe our own Religion, and to 
© oppoſe both thoſe, which is the diligent Teaching and Inſtructing in-the true 
©Knowledge and Worſhip of God; and theretore means have been ſought . out to 
© depreſs and diſcountenance Pious, Paintul, and Orthodox Preachers, how con- 
© formable foever, and Peaceable in their Diſpoſition and Carriage they be yet 
* the preferment of ſuch is oppoſed, and inſtead of being encouraged they are mo- 
* lefted with vexatious Courſes and Puniſhments, and hardly permitted to Lecture: 
Ruſhworth 215, 633, 634- 

What were they alfo in their Opinion, but high and mighty Church of England Men, 
againſt whom the Parliament, 4 Car.16258. did Declare and Remonſtrate, * That with 
*a wicked and malicious intention, to ſeduce and miiguide the Conſtience of the 
© Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty , touching the obſervation of the Laws and Cu- 
*ſtoms of this Kingdom, and of the Rights and Liberties of the Subjeas; to in- 
©cenſe his Royal Diſpleaſure againſt his good Subjects, fo refuting to ſcandalize, 


 ©ſubvert, and impeach the good Laws and Government of this Realm, and the Au- 
® Ethority of the High Court of Parliament, to Alienate his Royal Heart from his 


© People, and to cauſe Jealoufies, Seditton, and Diviſion in the Kingdoni, who did 
© Teach that his Majeſty is not bound to keep and obſerve the good Laws and Cu- 
© ftoms of this Realm, concerning the Rights and Liberties of the Subjects. And 
© that his Royal Will and Command in impotling Loans and Taxes, and other Aids 
* upon the People without common conſent in Parliament, doth fo far bind the 
* Conſciences of SubjeRs, that they cannot refuſe the ſame without peril of Eternal 
© Damnation; that thoſe who refuſed the Loan did therein offend againſt the Law 
© of God, againſt his Majeſty's Supreme Authority, and by fo doing became guilty 
© of Impiety, Diſloyalty, Rebellion, and Diſobedience, and liable to many other 
*Taxes and Cenfures ; that Authority of Parliament is not neceſlary for the Railing 
©of Aids and Subſidies. Ruſh. 602. Ar. 1628. 
* That there was a general fear of ſecret Working and Combination, to intro- 
* duce into this Kingdom Innovation and change of our pure Religion, by Perſons 
* much favoured and advanced, not wanting Friends even of the Clergy, near to 
*your Majclty, namely, Dr. Neal, Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Dr. Laud, Biſhop of Barth 
* and Wells, who are juſtly ſuſpe&ed to be unſound in their Opinions that way 3 Ic 
* being generally held to be the High-way to Preterment and Promotion in the 
* Church ; many Scholars do bend the courſe of their Studies to maintain thoſe Er- 
© rors, that their Books and Opinions are ſuffered to be printed and publithed, and 
* others written againſt them and in defence of the Orthodox Church are hindered 
© and prohibited ; And we find that there hath been no ſmall labouring to remove chat 
* which is the moſt powerful means to ſtrengthen and increale our own Religion, 
* and to oppreſs Popery, which is the diligent Teaching and Inſtruction of the Peo- 
* ple in the true Knowledg and Worſhip of God, and therefore means have been 
* fought out to depreſs and diſcountenance Pious, Painful, and Orthodox Preach- 
* ers, peaceable in their Diſpoſition and Carriage, and yet their Preterment, of ſach 
* is oppoſed, and inſtead of being encouraged they are moleſted with vexatious 
* courſes and purfuits, hardly permitted to Le&ure, 602, 632, 634. 1629. 
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 Andour high and mighty Church of England Men did in our memories ſo ſu- 
perciliouſly manage their own haughty Reſolutions, that they neceffitated the Par- 
liament to take away their High Commiſlion and their Parliamentary Priviledge, 
forbidding them to meddle with any Temporal Aﬀairs: And I do not find that 
they are grown much more prudent yet , for that they manage themſelves in 
this intricate juncture of time at ſuch a rate that all Mens Mouths are ready, and 
ſtand half cockt againſt them, and I fear may in time provoke the Parliament to do 
the like or more again, they monopolizing all Government over others of them- 
ſelves, which is far from being Apoſtolical ; for in the Apoſtles times, and divers 
Ages after, all the People being under the inſpection of one Biſhop (vulgarly the 
the Paſtor of a Pariſh) were wont to meet together, not only tor Worſhip, but 
other Church Adminiſtrations ; all publick Acts paſſed at the Aſſemblies of the 
whole People, they were conſulted with, their concurrence was thought neceſlary, 
and their preſence required, that nothing might paſs without their Cognizance, 
Satisfaction, and Conſent. 

This was obſerved not only in Ele&ion of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Officers, but in 
Ordination and Cenſfures, in Admiſſion of Members, and Reconciling of Penitents, 
and in Debates and Conſultations about other Emergencies: but not one plain word 
in Scripture that one Apoſtle was ſubje& to another, nor one gathered Church 
{ubje& 'to another, or that any Man had lawful Authority to forbid Ailembling of 
the Brethren together, whether with or without a Prieſt. 

In ſumm, when Prieſt-craft had enlarged their Territories beyond their ancient 
Bounds, ( which was but one Pariſh, or a fele& Number, ſcarce exceeding 150 or 
200, ) unto many, whereby they became Cardinals and Dioceſans, &c. They 
thereby cajoled the People of their undoubted Rights and Priviledges, and necet- 
larily introduced an eſſential change of the True and Primitive Government of the 
Church ſet up by Chriſt, and ſer up one to fit their own turn and ends. In the 
very next Ages ſucceeding the Apoſtles, ( and fo for 400 Years and more ) one Pa- 
riſh or ſingle Congregation was thought ſufficient for one Biſhop or Paſtor, ſo that 
as Chriſtians multiplied, ſo ſeparate Congregations, Biſhops, or Paſtors ; fo that 
there were as many Paſtors or Biſhops as there were ſeveral Congregations, or * 
Churches in a Province, and not one Church or Congregation ſubje& to the Laws, 
Ulages, or Ordinances of any other. No Churches gathered by St. Pal were ſub- 
ject to thoſe gathered by St. Peter, nor e contra of them, or of any other of the Apo- 
{tles, or of any Churches gathered by their Succeſlors. Hence came ſeveral and di- 
verſity of Rites and Uſages in the Ancient Churches, without being accounted 
Schiſmaticks, Separatiſts, Non-cons, or Phanaticks, and with perfe& Love, Unity, 
and Uniformity, becauſe they held the ſame Faith and Do@rine. And 150, or 
200 Souls, was thought as many as one Biſhop or one Paſtor could take charge and 
give a good account of. So that a ſingle Congregation, or gathered Church, was 
eſteemed a competent Charge for an Epiſcopal Paſtor ; for the Epiſcopal Churches 
were daily multiplied, and each Church had Power to govern and order it ſelf, and 
fo followed ſuch orders as every Church or gathered Congregation thought fir 

without being obliged to conform to thoſe of any other Church or Congregation : 
they had no Rule or Order in things of this nature requiring obſervance, or did 
they regard ſuch Uniformity as later Ages have been fond of, to the prejudice of 
the Unity and Peace of the Church, even to the perſecuting of Righteous Men in 
our Kingdoms, none of thoſe Churches uſed the fame Prayers, all of them had 
not the ſame Creeds, they had not the ſame Rites in Baptiſm, or the Lord's Sup- 
per, nor the ſame way in Confirming, Marrying, or Burying : they uſed not the 
ſame mode either in reading the Scriptures, or Singing ; they obſerved not the ſame 
methods in admitting Members, or preparing them for the Communion, neither 
proceeding to Cenſures or reconciling Penitents : they differed alſo in their Ha- 
bits and Poſtures, they varied in their Faſts, both for time and manner, and obſerved 
not the ſame Feſtivals: "This was the Uniformity of the more Pure and Primitive 
times, and no Perſecution enſued ; no Appeals allowed from one Biſhop, or one 
Congregation to another : So that the Uniformity the latter Ages have been ſo 
fond of, is a down-right Novelty and Innovation, which hath broken the Bond ot 
Charity and Unity, and inſtead thereof hath brought in Animoſities, Diviſions, and 
Separations, nay, Perſecutions on God's Holy People , very unworthy and unbe- 
ſeeming Chriſtian Paſtors, to make ſuch aRings more their bulineſs than the ſup- 
preſlings of Sin, and promoting of real and ſtrict Holineſs, an 
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All this, and much more, 1s ſo plain in ancient Writers, that 'none but Novices 
and Chirs in Story can be ignorant hereof. If you will believe one of the greateſt 
Prelates of the Weſt, and at no leſs than 600 Years diſtance from Chriſt : Þ» «na fide 
mibil officit Sanfte Eccleſie diverſa conſuetudo, ſaith Gregory the firſt ; where there is 
one Faith its no harm to the Church if there be diverſity of uſages, z. e. the Church 
hath no harm for want of Uniformity. 

And before him Innocent the firſt, who lived about the Second Century, in his 
Epiſt. ad Decen. writes, that diverse in diverſis locis wel Eccleſiss obtineri aut celebrari 
 wvidenter. | 

To the Juſtification whereof, and to the conſtant Practice thereof , even from 
the Days of the Apoſtles unto this very Day , gives abundant Teſtimony the 
Churches of the Vaudozs ( called Waldenſes, Albigenſes, poor Men of Lyons, Chaignard, 
Tramontani, Lollards, Siccari, Fraticelli, Gazares, Turlepini, &#c. and for their Simplicity; 
Purity, and Sincerity termed Ewvargelical, having been for many Hundreds of 
Years injured, reproached, deſpiſed, baniſhed, excommunicated, anathematized; 
Goods —_ tortured, wearing Miters in deriſion, reviled, ſpit upon, Ears 
cropt, their Fleſh pincht off with Pincers, drawn with Horſes, drag'd up and 
down, broiled, roaſted, ſtoned to death, burnt, drowned, diſmembred, ſmothered 
in Caves by helliſh Papiſts, &c.) who have preſeryed themſelves from the infecti- 
on of External Miniſtries of other Churches, defiled with infinite human invention: 
It being the Tenth Article of their Belief, viz. That the inventions of Men are 
an unſpeakable abomination before God. And their cuſtom is, That if any of 
their Barbes, their Paſtors, ſhall fall into any foul or unclean Sin, he is caſt our of 
their company, and forbidden che Charge of Preaching. They Teach alfo, Arti- 
cle 15. © That becauſe the differences of Ceremonies, Cuſtoms, and Rites; which are 
*nſed in ſeveral Churches, and are not prejudicial or hurtful to Piety, they ought 
©not to be offended one with another, or contemn, hate, and perſecute one ano- 
* ther. And Ph. Melanihon is of the ſame mind in his Epiſtle to Mr. Benedi&# and 
the reſt of the Faldenſes, viz. © thatno difference and variety of Rites and Ceremg- 
*nies ought to diſunite our Minds. 

Now, if th2 Churches of the Valleys have been Celebrated through all Ages of 
the Church, as they have been and are yet even to this day, as the Worſhippers of 
God in the greateſt Purity and Simplicity, and neareſt the Purity and Simplicity of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the leaſt tainted with Romiſh Superſticions and human 
Inventions, with what Face can Proteſtants Perſecute Proteſtants for things in- 
different, defiring to Worſhip God in the fame Simplicity , Puricy and Sin- 
ceriry ? | | | 

If he true Church of England be to be known by her Faith, Dodrine, Articles, 
and Sacraments, then beyond all contradiction the Non-con Presbyters and Inde- 
pendants are more truly right Church of England Men, ( maugre all the Obloquies 
and ungrounded Prejudices againſt them ) than thoſe that fo imperiouſly appropri- 
ate and uſurp that Name to themſelves; and happily a more ſincere Homogeneal 
part of the Church Catholick, without infringing Unity of Faith or crue Doctrine. 
But it Ceremonies or Ulſages not preſcribed nor uſed by Chriſt or his Apoſtles 
in the pureſt Times muft make the diftin&ion, then certainly their Non-conformi- 
ty is more agreeable to the Practice of Chrilt and his Apoſtles, and the Primitive 
Times, than the Ceremonial Uſages and Practices of theſe later Ages: for it mult 
appear upon due examination, that there was not one Ceremony either uſed or 
commanded in their times, and yet Converts as many, and then it will certainly 
and undeniably follow, that all thofe Ceremonies introduced ſince, are Innovations 3 
and conſequently, thoſe that impoſe them on Severities and Cenſures are the Inno- 
vators and Separatiſts, I had almoſt faid Schilmaticks ; tho* ſome with Brows of 
Braſs have cait thoſe odious Names on the Presbyters and Independants. For thoſe 
that impoſe Rites and Ceremonies, no ways Eſſential to the ſaving of Souls, on Pe- 
nalties and Severities, eſpecially unto Silencing and Suſpenſion, to whieh conſci- 
entious Perſons cannot fubmit, muſt be the Schilmaticks, or elle our Separation 
from Rome can hardly be juſtified. = | | 

If ſach Tenecrs. and Practices miuſt be the Teſt and CharaQer of true Church 
of England Men, I muſt confek my {elf not as yet fo well qualified; and I 
believe few others yet are more true Church .of England Men : for, indeed, I 
have no mind to: make Religion lackey and hunt ajter earthly ends and purpoſes, 
keſt by pertaking. with: other Mens Sins | ſhould RT of their Plagues ala; oe 
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_ by ſuch Pradtices it 'is plain, that ey fonts not all Iſrael which are of Iſrael. The true 
Church of England Men are Men of better Principles, and more Honeſty, both Bi- 
ſhops and others, who do ne conſcientiouſly with the Innocent Ceremonies of 
our Church without Reviling, Slandering, Perſecuting, or Diſturbing thoſe who do 
as conſcientiouſly Preach the ſame Goſpel in Sincerity, tho' in Conventicles, withour 
any Ceremonies, as Chrift and bis Apoſtles did. 

That the Churches of Chriſt are miſerably rent and torn cannot be denied ; and 
that the breaches thereof hath proceeded from the Pride, Ambition, Lazineſs, Un- 
charitableneſs, and Contentions 6f the Clergy, have been the chief cauſe thereof is 
as true, The renting of Chriſt's ſeamleſs Coat began even in the days of the 4po- 
ftles, who rebuked them who ſaid, I am of Paul, I am of Apollo, and 1 of Cephas, and 
1 of Chriſt ; as if Chriſt had been divided, 1 Cor. 1. 22. And therefore Pau] beſought 
them by the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, That they would all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and that there be no diviſions amongſ# them : but that they be perfettly joyned together in 
the ſame mind, and in the [ame judgment, ver. 10. For whereas there is among you en- 
vying, and ftrife, and diviſicn, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? Who then Paul? 
and who is Apollo * but Miniſters by whom yee believed, 1 Cor. 3. 3, 4,5. And it is well 
known, that the wiſeſt and moſt peaceable Men, (tho* of different Perſwaſions, as 
Proteſtants, Papiſts, and others, ) are of Opinion, that Conſtantine and other Pious 
Emperours endowing the Clergy with great Powers, Priviledges, Honours, Offices, 
Dignities, and Preterments, hath been the occaſion of the Pride, Luxury, Tyranny, 
Uncharitableneſs, and Lazineſs of the Clergy 3 and conſequently, the bane and de- 
ſtruction of true Holineſs, Purity and Simplicity, that ought to be in the Clergy, they being 
as Baits, Snares, Allurements, and Temptations, to ſeek and hunt atcer them, and 
ſo to negle to ſeek the Kingdom of God in the firſt place as they ought to do. 
I may alſo ſay with many other wiſe and peaceable minded Men, as a very great 
truth, That as through pride cometh contention, Prov. 13. 10. ſo through the Pride and 
Haughtineſs of the Clergy, more havock hath been made of Love, Charity, Purity, 
Sincerity, and Simplicity of the Goſpel, than all the bloody Perſecutions that have 
been in the World. 

It is the Opinion of learned and judicious Mr. Fo. Hales in his Trad of Schifm, 
© 'That were Liturgies and publick Forms of Service ſo framed as that they admit- 
*ted not of particular and private Fancies, but contained only ſuch rhings as in 
* which all Chriſtians do agree on : And the event ſhall be, that the Publick Ser- 
* vice and Honour of God fhall no ways ſuffer. Whereas to load our Publick Forms 
* with the private Fancies upon which we differ, is the moſt ſovereign way to per- 
* petuate Schiſm unto the Worlds end. Prayer, Confeflion, Thankſgiving, Reading, 
* and Expotlition of Scriptures, Adminiſtration of Sacraments in the plaineſt and 
* fimpleſt manner, were matter enough to furnith out a ſufficient Liturgy, tho? no- 
*ching either of private or Church Pomp, of Garments, of preſcribed Geſtures, of 
© Imagery, of Muſick, of matter concerning the Dead, of many Superfluities, which 
©creep into the Churches under the name of Order and Decency did interpoſe it 
*ſelf. For to charge Churches and Liturgies with things unneceſſary, was the be- 
© ginning of all Superſtition ; and when ſcruples of Conſcience began to be made, 
* or pretended, then Schiſms began to break in. Tf the Spiritual Guides and Fathers 
* of the Church would be a little ſparing, of incumbring Churches with ſuperfluities, 
* and not over-rigid in either reviving obſolete Cuftoms, or impoſing new, there were 
* far leſs danger of Schiſm or Superſtition , and all the inconveniences likely to 
*enſue would be but this, they ſhould in ſo doing yield a little to the Imbecillity 
* of Inferiors; a thing which St. Pau! would never have refuſed to do. Mean while 
* whereſoever falſe and ſuſpeted Opinions are made: a piece of the Church Liturgy, 
© he that ſeparates is not the Schiſmatick, for that is. a like unlawful, to make Pro- 
_ of known or ſuſpected Falſhoods, as to put in practice unlawtul or ſuſpect 
* Actions. 

Much of the fame Opinion is Biſhop Uſher, * If at this day we ſhould take a Sur- 
©yey of the ſeveral Profeſſions of Chriſtianity that have any large ipread in any 
< part of the World, ( as of the Religion of the Romans, and the Retormed Churches 
*in our Quarters ; of the Egyptians and Ethiopians in the South; of the Grecians, anc 
© other Chriſtians in the ' Eff, ) and ſhould: pur by- the Points wherein they ditter 
* one from another, and gather from one Body the 'reft of the Articles wherein they. 
* all did generally agree, we ſhould find, that in thoſe Propoſitions, which without 
© Controyerſie are Univerſally received in the whole Chriſtian World 3 1o Jun 

rut 


—_ RN OS] _ 


Eccleſtaſticks of all Perſwaſrons. 


© Truth is contained, that being joyned with Holy Obedience, may be ſufficient to 
* bring Men into everlaſting Salvation. His Sermon on Epheſ. 4. 13. preached before 
his Majeſty. 1624. | | 

If our Eeclefiaſtical Grandees in the laſt Reformation of our Liturgy had been 
of St. Paws mind, ( as they ought to have been) and not abuſe their Power in the 
Goſpel ; who, though be was free from all Men, yet made himſelf Servant unto all,. that he 
might gain the more; to the Few, a Few; to them that are under the Law,as under the Law; 
ro them that are without the Law, as without the Law, | being not without Law ts God, 
but under the Law to Chriſt. | To the weak as weak : and was made all things to all 
men, that by any means he might ſave ſome. And this be did for the Goſpel ſake, x Cor. 
9. 18,23. And by bs ſo doing, he gave no offence neither to the Fews, nor the Gentiles, 
mor to the Church of God: but he pleaſed all men in all things, not ſeeking hu own pro- 
fit, but the profit of many, that they might be ſaved, chap. 10. ver. 32, 33. There had 
| been no complaining of our Prelates, nor any matter left to pick quarrels withall, 
and the Kingdom much happier than now it is ; which Doctrine of Compliance is 
to be underſtood only of things indifferent. And our Non-cons deſire bur the like 
in things indifferent. Sure if St. Paul, ſo much a more excellent Perſon than our 
Pontiffts, held it his Duty thus to comply, it would be no diſparagement to our 
Prelates to do the ſame. 

Certainly none will dare to aver, That our Conventicles, quatenrs Conventicles, are 
unlawful, but unlawful only upon Prefumprtions, and ungrounded Prejudices, and 
Surmizes that their Non-conformift Teachers ( moſtly Presbyterians or Indepen- 
dants ) do teach or foment Rebellion, Schiſm, Faction. Now if in truth they are 
not guilty of ſuch Crimes, but their good Converſation is falſly abuſed by them, 
1 Pet. 3. 16. What have ſuch Conformiſt Church of England Men to anſwer for 


themſelves, that ſo ſlander them by laying ſuch Crimes to their charge as they are 


no ways guilty of , and in their Pulpits, out of which nothing ſhould be Preach't, 
but what is as true as Goſpel ? 

One Mr. F.T. in his Sermon on Eccl. 10. 20. pag. 29, 3t. hath fo hard thoughts 
of them, as to believe, That we ſhall never be free of- a\Plet, if not againſt the Life of the 
King, yet againſt the Peace, and Honour of his Government, ſo long as there is one Con- 
wventicle in England left. And that as it w Death bythe Laws of this Nation, for a Po- 
pith Prie## to be ſeen upon Engliſh Ground 3 ſo it would be very well, if it were ſo for a 
Nom-conforming one too. Very Ghoſtly Councel to come from a Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpel of Peace ! I could wiſh that he, and thoſe of 'the like Junto, did underſtand 
their Prieſthood as it ought to be underſtood, thery they would Preach things that 
now were Holy, Pure, Peaceable, and of good Report, without ſuch Trath. 

This Gentleman is not alone in theſe ftabbing Cenfſures, there are more of his 
Quire that ſing to the like Tune, a temper very ill becoming Preachers of the Go- 
Ipel of Peace. 

One other, Mr. M. B. (commonly known in the Univerſity by the Character of 
his Majeſty's D-—ee Chaplain was turned- out ( for what it's a ſhame to tell) tho? 
ſince crept in again, ) in his Sermon on Luke 19. 14. tells us, That among Phana- 
ticks ( a new Nick-name for old Puritans, ) their Loyalty is Rebellion, and their Reli- 
gion 1s Treaſon ; and whoſe very Goſpel is the Myſtery of Iniquity : and that among(# Pha- 
naticks and Atheiſts, transformed into malitious Fiends, by the Helliſh divinity of 
that Monſter of a Prieſt, the Author of Julian the Apoſtate, whoſe whole Bock is as 
great an Apoſtacy from the Pradtice of the Primitive Chriſtians, the Precepts of Obedience 
delivered by Chriſt and. bis Apoſtles, and Chriſtianity it ſelf, as ever Julian was guilty 
of, pag. 19. As falſe a Scandal as a Prieſt of Baal conld pulpic. Theſe are your 
Boanarges, pure Church of England Men in their right Colours and Pontificalib. 
Nay, the unclean Spirits, like the Frogs that came out of the mouth of the Dragon, and 
out of the mouth of the Beaſt, and out of the mouth of the falſe Prophet ; which are the 
Spirits of Dewvils, which go forth unto the Kings of the Earth, 8c. Rew. 16. 13, 14. who 
are not content falſly to Calumniate the Non-cons only, but to Stigmatize alſo true 
Nathaniels. Witneſs 24. B. charging, as a profligate Wretch, and mercenary Scribler, the late 
Writer of Julian the Apoſtate ; of which Charge, the generality, and beſt, and wiſeſt, both 
of Clergy and Laiety, do now acquit, and juſtifie hins to be the more Orthodox, by therr Pulpits, 


Prints, and Prattices, Sure,fure,Pulpits were never defigned to ſpit Venome, nordalſly to 


Calumniate any,eſpecially for Printing and Publiſhing Goſpel-truths ; as that of lawful 
Reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience : which DoEtrines the generality of the Nation, Lords, 
Commons, Biſhops, Priefts, Clergy, and Laicty, now own and pradtice 3 and which was 

| Ever 
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ever the Dodrine of the Church of England, and of all fonnd Divines, tho' meta: 
morphoſiſed and miſrepreſented by lome- Pungril Church of England Men, as 
thwarting their ſublunary deſigns of Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Honours, and 
Preferments, very ill becoming that moſt excellent Spirit that ought to be in true 
Goſpel Preachers. For in the end- ſuch Pulpiteers do but foam out their own 
Shame, daring in that Sacred Place to do more than Michael the Arch- Angel, who 
contending with the Devil himſelf, durſt not bring a railing accuſation againſt bim, But 
I hope their Eyes are now inlightned by ſeeing that deſtructive Doctrine bafled by 
a Miriad of Prieſts and Pulpits, which the former Government would not bear, and 
yet the true Dodrine of Paſſive Obedience, with its juſt Limits and Qualifications, re- 
mains as true and as firm in the Church of England as ever. 

Theſe Prieſts are not alone in vilely Characterizing our Conventicles; for if you 
conſult our Sermons of late Years, eſpecially thoſe Preached on certain Solemn Days, 
as thoſe on the 3zoth of Fanuary, on the 9th of Sepr. 1653, and the like, you will 
find them generally be-{pattering our Conventicles, either in broad glances, or 
plain terms, as tho? it were the buſineſs of Chriſtianity to revile and perſecute 
Men for their Conſciences differing from them in ſmall things ; and thoſe inde- 
terminate by plain places of Scriptures. Whether the Characters that theſe Men, 
and thoſe of the ſame quorum, or the Character that T have given of them be the 
trueſt, I appeal to God and the whole Nation : however I have this for my Juſti- 
fication, or at leaſt for Extenuation, viz. the ſeveral Addreſles of ſeveral Parliaments 
to the King on their behalf and againſt their Perſecutors. And if I am in an Er- 
ror, it is an Error on the Right-hand, to judge them Pious that ſeem fo, tho' in 


truth they were not ſo: I am no diſcerner of Hearts, God only knows them ; bur 


Charity believeth all things, hopeth all things, and covereth a multitude of faults. This 
good Opinion of mine of them is not without the Teſtimony of many of their 
grave, ſober, pious, peaceable, learned, and underſtanding Auditors averring the 
ſame; and that they conſtantly pray as fervently and heartily tor the King, Church, 
and State, as any Conformiſt Church of England Prieſts. And which is yet more 
demonſtrable, their Szrmons and+ Works in Print manifeſt the ſame to all the 
World, as the Works of Dr. Bates, Dr. Owen, Tho. Godwin, R. Baxter, R. Allen, 
and a hundred more, which declare to all the World their Sentiments, their Learn- 
ing, and their Piety, wherein they are. as Orthodox as other true Church of England 
Men are, tho? neither one nor the other are Infallible. And muſt we after ſuch 
Teſtimonies and Demonſtration of their ;Abilities, their Soundneſs of Dodtrine, 
their Labours and Endeavours for Holy Living and Converſation, eſteem them as 
Menſters of PrieFts, revile them, take up evil Reports-againſt them, and load them 
with the guilt of all the late horrid: Rebellious Plots, che Affohiation, Fire at New 
Market, the Rye, and that of the late Duke of Adonmouth, without infallible Proof 
and Demonſtration ? Sure, ſure, this ought not to be. What.if ſome few of man 
hundreds have been ſo phanatick, ſo-mad, to ingage in ſome or all of theſe Rebel- 
lions, muſt all the reſt be eſteemed guilty therefore ? Sure this can be no Righteous 
Judgment. Were all the Eleven Apoſtles Traitors becauſe Fudas was ? Happily, if 
a fair computation could be made, there would be found guilty of ſome or of all 
theſe Rebellions, many more Atheiſtical Debauchees, and- ill-lived Perſons, than 
Conventiclers or Non-conformiſts. 

Mr. F. T. himſelf, for all his hard Speeches againſt them, * not ſo uncharitable as 
to believe, but that moſt of the Diſſenters knew nothing of the Duke of Monmouth's De- 
fign 3 yet he is certain, that if it had taken effe, they would all have ſided with the Con- 
ſpirators againſt the Laws, the Monarchy, and the Church of England, pag. 29. Thiugh 
the Hearts of Men are deceitful above all things, yet it ſeems this Church of England 
Prieft knows. them all. 1 know the Opinion that the high Church of England 
Men have of the Non-conformiſts in general, is, that of Villanies, the well-meaning 
Zealots ( it's well known whom they mean thereby ) are rhe moſt dangerow. So the 
Eccleſiaſtical. Politician. 

If we refle& on the ſevere Reprimands and Cenſures laid upon Sibthorp and 
Manwaring. for their deſtructive Principles and Dodtrines of Government, and the 
Remonſtrances of a Kingdom repreſented in a Parliament againſt thoſe, that dit 
counteganced good and Pious Miniſters of the Goſpel, and their Aſſembling, one 
would think ſhould tor ever have deterred all future Ages from entertaining any 
ſuch like Principles again, and from diſcouraging and diſcountenancing Ailemblies 
meeting only to ſerye God, and yto ſave their own Souls, Bur I ſee Hoges: Ages 
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Church of Englaxd Men will be ſo ſtill; maugre all the Judgments, Cenſures, ant 
Puniſhments, that a whole Kingdom can inflit upon them. . 

'* Tf our Conventicles are ſuch as are repreſented, : Faftious, Rebelliots, Schiſmatical,- 
why do not our Tory Prieſts aſſemble themſelves, - and teach: and pradtiſe better 
things ? But to be' like Dogs in the Manger, neither eat Hay, nor let the Horſes 
eat : neither aſſemble themſelves, nor ſuffer others that would, is no*Character of a4 
good Shepherd. As it cannot be denied, that God requires his Worſhip to be Pub- 
lick, and Celebrated in great Congregations i the beauty of Holineſs, as in Temples, 
Altars, Forms of Service, Set times, &C. ſo it cannot be denied, that God requires the in- 
ward and private Devotions, both in” Hearr, Cloſet, and Houſes; and that all 4ſſemblings 
of Chriſtians for Mutual and Reciprocal help of Piety and Devotion whereſoever, and by 
whomſoever Celebrated, ought to be permitted without exception or ſtint. | 

It is a ſhame to.publiſh ir, but it is a ſad truth, that the Pride, and Haughtineſs 
of che Clergy in all Ages, and the Villanous Doctrines they teach concerning King- 
ly Powers and their own, have abuſed, and ſeduced, and miſguided Kings into all 
Miſgovernments, viz. That Kings have an Arbitrary Power from above, to direff what 
Laws, and to take what Tribute they pleaſe ;, that they have Power to bind the Conſciences 
of their Subjects to the Religion they think beſt 3, that they are unaccountable to any on Earth, 
and that all private Con/ciences muſt be [ubje& to*the publick Conſcience ; without which 
they are no better than Statues, and "Images of Authority : Theſe, and/ worſe, if worſe 
may be, are the frequent Documents of our high Church of England Mens Pulpits, 
and Prints, which are deſtructive to all Governments and human Societies : So that 
upon the whole matter, it is no matter what Religion, or what Government God 
hath eſtabliſhed, but what Kings and Princes. command. 

Theſe Tory Church of England Men have no confideration how eaſily uncontyo- 
lable Authority degenerates into Tyranny, till the Poor have ſcarſe -a hole to hide their 
Heads in, or a rag to cloath their naked:Backs, or a morſel of Bread to fill theit 
hungry Bowels. Maferle/s Power on Earth is apt to make' even Kings to forget their 
King and Judge in Heaven as if Providence ſlept becauſe - Fudgment is not ſpeedily + 
executed, Conſider it all ye that forget God, and remember thaz'the- Redeemer of the 
oppreſſed x mighty, and never more ready to-avenge the Cauſe of” the innocent ayd_. 
oppreſſed, than when it is molt neglefed by hisVice-gerents. Ahab and Fezabel exer- 
ciſed in Tra] Authority without controul. ho ſhould paniſh the oppreſſion of Naboth ? 
the Lord takes the Cauſe into his own Hand, and canuſeth Dogs to lick his -Blicd in the 
wery place where they licked the innocent Blood of Naboth ; and the Dogs did eat the Fleſh 
of Fezabel, that curſed Woman, by the wall of Fezxeel : 1o there is Blood for Blood, and 
an utrer extin&tion of Abab's poFterity, 1 Kings 21. lege Taleong. : 

M. B. in his Sermon before his Majeſty on the 2 Per. 3. 16, lays down for 4 
ſure Rule, That it # the Duty of private Men to ſubmit their Tudgments, in matters of 
Religion, to the Determinations of thoſe whom God hath conftituted to be rheir Spiritual ” 
Guides and Governours, unleſs it manifeſtly appears that ſuch Determinations are contrary * Apollos Mid 
to God's Word, pag. 6. And ſo we are if any * private Man teach another any Truths, niſter of Czs) 
and to believe the private Man before any Spiritual Guides or Governours that {area and 
preach and teach Untruths, and every Man for himſelf is the proper Judge of x lon 7 
what is taught. The Apoſtles themſelves, tho' infallible, ſubmitred their Dodrines quent Man, ® 
to the Judgment of their Diſciples. . Fudge ye, Acts 4. 19. I Cor. 10: 15. and fo mighty in the * 
muſt our Guides and Governors ; which he would inſinuate here to:be the Clergy, Scripture, in- © 
z. e. Biſhops and Priefts ; if fo, he will be miſtaken : they are only Officers in the Church atted in the 
to Teach, Baptize, &c. but the Church, in the trueſt ſenſe, ( z. e. the whole Con- 5-5 pf 
gregation of the Faithful ) is ro govern its own Body, and the Officers thereof, not the in che Spina, - 


Officers the Church ; which will not pleaſe. who ſpake and 

| 6 | | ee] 7 \ Taught dult> 
gently the things of the Ld; and ſpake boldly in the Synagogue : and yet Aquila and Priſcilla his Wife, Tent-makers, when 
they beard bim, teh him home, and expounded to him the way of God more perfeftly, AQ 18.24 25, 26. __ 


The Eccleſiaſtical Politician declares, That it is abſolutely neceſſary to the Peace ad. 
Government of the World \ that the Supreme Magiſtrate of every Commonwealth ſhould be ' 
veſted with a Power to Govern and Condut the Conſciences of Subjetts in Aﬀairs of Reli-- 
gion, pag.' 10. How is it poſſible, that the Supreme Magiſtrate,” and our 'Spiritudl 
Guides and Governors, ſhould both have the guide of our Conſciences? And that .Peace 
and Tranquillity of Commonwealth, being the prime and moſt important. 'end of Gowvern- 
ment, can never be ſufficiently ſecured , unleſs Relepieb be ſubjebt to the Authority of the 
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Supreme Power, pag. 11. And unleſs Princes bave Power to bind their Subje&s to that 
Religion that they apprehend moſt-. advantageous to publick Peace and Tranquility, and re- 
ſtram thoſe Religious miſtakes that tend to its ſubverſion, they are no better than Statnes 
,and Images of Authority, pag. 12. For it s clear (if this Ecclealtical Politician may 
be believed) that a Prince « endued with a Power to condutt Religion, and that muſt be 
ſubje& to his Dominion as well as ather Affairs of State, pag. 13. Fhe conſequence of 
which Do&trines are, That if Nebuchadnezzar erect his prodigious Idol, and upur puins 
Z a fiery Furnace require all to Worſhip. it ; all People, Nations, and Languages, mus#t pre- 
ently be upon their Faces : and for their warrant for ſo doing, he attures them, 7 hat 
in Caſes and Diſputes of publick concernment, private Men, are. not properly lui Juris, hep 
have no Power over their own Attions, they are not to be direged by their own Judgments, 
or determined by their qwn Wills ; bat by the Commands. and Determinations of the publick: 
Conſcience. And if there be any, fin in.the command, he that impoſed i ſhall- anſwer for it, 
and not I whoſe Duty us to obey : the commands of Authority will warrant my Obedience, 
my Obedience will ballow, or, at leaſt excuſe my Adion, and ſo ſecure me from Sin, if not from 
Error.: becauſe I follow the beſt Guide, and moſt probable Direttion I am capable of : and: tho? 
I may miſtake, my Integrity ſhall-perſerve my. Innocence. In all doubtful and diſputable Caſes, 
it w better to err with. Authority, than te. be in the right againſt it ; and therefore in all [uch 

matters their Commands are the Supreme. Rule of Gonſcience : n0t only. cauſe the danger 

of a_ little Error, ( and 1o it is if. it he diſputable, ) 4 over-2weighed. by. the importance: 
of the great Duty of. Obedience, but, becauſe. they are the fitteſt Judges, pag- 305, 309. 

- What is this but. down:right aſſerting the abominable Papal Doctrines of Probabz- 
lity and of blind Obedience ? brave Nodtrines for a Tory, Church of; England Man to 
Preach and Print impyne. Good Gaod:! whether-are we poſting? I thank God. I 
have. been taught better things, viz Every one, of: #s ſhall give account of. himſelf to 
Gogd, Rom, 14. 12. The ſoul that ſmneth, itþall die, Ezek. 25. 20. The ſoul of the pub- 
lick, conſcience ſhall-not be put to death. for the ſins: of the. private, not the ſouls of private! 
conſciences be put to. death for the. fins of the publick: but: every man-(hall. be pus 10, death 
for bis own. ſin, Deat, 2 4. TK... | 

Daw:Divines!. to.Print that the publick Conſcience: ſhall ſtand between the pri-- 
rage. Contlience: Ulinging by his Command): and-:the Judgment;of the great: Day, 
and excuſe from. Sin. I: thank. God' that I have been taught by. true Church of 
England | Men indeed, that God never. created ; Meng nor ever endued them with Gonſci: 
ſciences, or gave them, Talents of  Reaſon.or. Fudgment, ſubject 'and  evſlaved to.the Fudge 
ment, Conſcience, or Reaſon. of - others ; bat bath- endued and truſted.\ every Man with hs; 
own proper Talent of 'Conſcience, Reaſon, and  Fudgment to chuſe for himſelf, according) 
to which only he ſhall be jndged, and ſband. or fall at the Day of Judgment : and not ac-. 
cording, to any publick Conſcience, There would be very. little need of Prieſts, it. blind 
Obedience oyght. to prevail, and not our.own free choice. 

He .proceeds and tells us, That God. hath appointed the Magiſtrates to be his Truſtees 
and Officials here upon Earth, to at and. determins in. moral Virtnes and pious Devotions, 
according to all accidents and emergencies of | Affairs, to afſion new particulars of the Di- 
vine, Law, to declare new bounds. of right and wrong, which the Law of God neither doth 
nor can limit, pag. 19., That its abſolutely neceſſary to the Peace. and Happineſs of King- 
doms, that there be ſet up a more ſevere Government over Mens Conſciences, and Religions, 
and Perſwaſions, than over their Vices and Immoralities. Preface to his Eccl. Pol. p. 53. 
And that Princes may with leſs hazard give liberty to Mens Vices and Debaucheries than to 
their Conſciences, pag. 55- I have heard it alſo preached before the King, That it zs 
better to offend in Do&rine than in Diſcipline. Sure much Learning, or Haughty Pride, 
and Ambition, Self-ends, and Intereſt, hath made thefs Men mad. And fo tulfilled | 
the Prophecy of Hoſea 9. 7. The Prophet s.a fool, and the Spiritual man mad. Sure God 
bath turned theſe wiſe Eccleſiaſtical Polititians: backwards, and made their knowledge 
foolliſh, Tlai. 44-25. 

However I will ſay thus much to them, That Liberty of Conſcience is undeniably the 
right of every true Believer, viz. to judge of ſuch things as belong chiefly to the knowledge and 
ſervice of God,whether they are above the reach and lipht of Nature, ( and therefore liable 
to. be variouſly underſtood by human Reaſon, ) 'or enjoyned or forbidden by Divine Pre- 
cept, and to_ follow that full perſwaſion "whereby every one u aſſured, that bis Belief and 
Prattice, as far as he # able to apprehend, is according- to the IWill of God, and bis Holy 
Spirit within bim ; which a ah we -ought to-follow, much rather than any 
publick Conſcience or Law.of: Man, Magiſtrate, or not Magiſtrate, as _ = 
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Wotd bf God bits us, and the vety didtite of Reaſon tells us, A&s 4. 19. Whether 5c 
be right in the fight of God to bearken unto you, more than anto God, Judge ye. And we 
kave nb other outward Divine Rule to judge.by than the Scriptures, nor no. other 
Within us but the illumination of the Spirit, ſo interpreting that. Scripture as war- 
raftably only unto our ſelves, which commands us to ſearch the Scriptures daily, whe- 
ther thoſe things art ſo, AQs 17. 11.. and gives us Reaſon alſo, Jer every man prove ha 
own { riot his Magiftiates ) work, and iben ſhall he have rejoycing 3n himſelf alone, and 
mot im another , ( tho' publick Conhicience, ) for every man ſhall bear his. own burden, 
Gal. 6. 4,5. 1s it not falſe Doctrine in the Papiſts, co teach that Believers only, as 
the Church believes, are diſtharged in God's Account ? Is it not the general con- 
fent of found Proteſtants, that neither Traditions, Councils, nor Canons of an 
vifible Church, much lefs any Edits of any Magiſtrate or Civil Seflion, but the 
Scripture only can be the final Judge or Rule in matrers of Religion ? and that only 
if the Conſcience of every Chriftian to himſelf. For if the Church be not ſuffici- 
ent to be implicitly and blindly believed, ( as certain it is not ) what can there elſe 
be named of more Authority than the Church, but the Conſcience, than which 
God only is greater ? 1 Jobs 3. 20. But if any -ſhall pretend that the. Scripture 
jadges to his Conſcience for other Men, ( as this proud and ſaucy Politician doth, ) 
he makes himſelF greater than the Church, Scripture;or Conſciences of other Men : 
4 preſumption too! high for any mortal, ſince every true Chriftjan, able to give a 
reaſon of his Faith, hath the 2yord of God before him, the promiſed holy Spirit, and the 
mind of Chriſt within him, 1 Cor. 2.16.. A much better and ſafer guide of Conſci- 
ence, than this Polititian'in publick Conſcience, who in this is no leſs a Pope than 
the Pope at Rome. The Spiritual man judgeth all things, but himſelf. is judged of no 
man, 1 Cor. 2. 15. And is not the Pope deſervedly eſteemed Amichriſtian,tor appro- 
priating to himſelf ſuch Infallibity over both Conſcience and Scripture ? Whether 
rendsall'this'? 'but to niake themſelves to:have Dominion over our Faith, and Lords cver. 
Go#'s Hiritaze', which the Apoſtles utterly difclaimed, and accounted [themſelves 
only belpers 4 our joy, and to be feeders of the flock not by conſtraint, but willingly, 1 Pet. 
\ 22. 2 QLOr. I. 24. | | TIL | 
5 IfBiſhop Saunderſon can judge, The Word of God doth expreſly forbid ns to ſubje& our 
Confciences to the Tudgment of any other, of to uſurp Dominion over the Conſciences of any 
other. Saunderſon's 10 Lecures 1660: v. 3: Led. 30. S. p. 103. = 
None but God alone bath Power to impoſe a Law upon the Conſcience of any Man, to. 
wh:th it ought to be ſubjected as obliging by it ſelf. For there is but one Law-giver, who 
can” both ſave and deſtroy, James 4. 12. not one picked out amongſt many, not one above 
many, but one excluſruely, 1. e. one, and but one onely., hyho art thou that doſt judge ano- 
ther ? It doth not belong to thee to thruft thy ſawcy Sickle into the Harveſt of another 
Man, much leſs to fling thy ſelf into the Throne of Almighty God: to him it belongeth alone 
zo Judge of the Conſciences of Men, to whom alone it doth belong to impoſe Laws on the 
Conſciences of mien; wbich none can do but God alone. Conlcientiis Dominari velle 
eft Arcem Coli invadere, /aid Maximilian the firſ# 3 To exerciſe a Domination over 
Confciences, i to invade the Power of Heaven, He « a plunderer of the Glery of God, and. 
at ' ufurper of that Tower that ws due unto him, that claims a right to the Conſciences of 
Men, or practiſe an uſurpation over them. V. Let. 4. $. 9, 10, II. | 
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He tells us moreover, That if Princes will be Reſolute, ( and if they will Go-. 


vern, ſo they muſt be) they may eafily make the moſt ſtubborn Confciences to bend 
co their Reſolutions, pag. 271. Princes muſt be ſure to bind on at firſt their Fecleſiaſtical 
Laws with the ſtraiteſ# knot, and afterwards keep. them in force by the [everity of their 
execution, Pag. 221. So eaſie u it for Men to deſerve to be- puniſhed for thetr Conſciences, 
that there is no Nation in the World in which ( were Government rightly underſtood, and 


duly managed, ) miſtakes and abuſes of Religion would not ſupply the _ Gallies with vaſtly. 


greater Numbers than Villanies, pag. 223. Brave Do&trines for a Tory Chiurch of Eng- 
land Man to Preach impune. | Rt ere  crtex putt Me 
Sure this Anonimis Eccleſiaſtical Polititian would make a brave. Muyffy, or Inquiſitor 


General, or'a Compito, with a Dog-whip in his Hand, which wauld. affright worſe than. 
the Inquiſition, and make many much honeſter Men than himſelf - know forrow in 


abundance. ny 


Theſ and many more Poſitions of the ſamg complexion are the. Farci of that 


Peſtilenc Book, which well becomes a, thorough-paced: Church..of England Prieſt : 


ſuch"Politions and Dodtrines bringscontempr qn ſuch, of the Clergy,as being -a re-. 


proach ro any Church, and which the Church of England doth not Teach,and which are 


ſo 
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{o vile, that they much more deſerve Fire and Faggot than thoſe burnt in Oxford, 
Fuly 1683. but inſtead thereof he'was made a Biſhop. Whether tends all this treacher- 


' bus dealings with'the People of God : Whilſt, like the Miniſters of Feroboam, ye lay 


ſuch Snares in Miſpah, and ſpread ſuch Nets upon Tabor, teaching and perſwading 
Kings to uſe Laws, Menaces, and Subtilties, to force and confine the People ro Regal 
and State Religion, be it true Or falſe ? or, at leaſt to force them to diſſemble, or. to 
walk in a neutrality, or indifferency between God and Baal; or elſe to make the 
Souls of Men and God's Glory fubcrdinate to the Luſts and Rifmgs of Kings and Prieſts, 
who Balaamlike for the hope of Honour or Preferments, or like Micha's Levire for 
a little better reward, crouch and cringe, and become more ſenſleſs of God?s Glory, 
Wrath, and Indignation, and the eternal Welfare of the pretious Souls of God's 
own People than was Balaam's dumb Als. 

The fatal miſchief of ſuch baſe Flattery, and of ſuch Pulpit Laws and Doarines, 
-as it was foreſeen, puniſhed, and declared to tend to the ruine of this or any other 
Nation, by the Wiſdom of our Sage Predeceſſors; fo we did ſee it was fairly ful- 
filling in our late Days and times. Such was the Imprudence, nay Impudence of the 
then Court Clergy, favourites and ſycophants in thoſe Days, that tho? Sib:horp and 
Mainwaring were by King and Parliament ſo ſeverely doomed to be puniſhed, yer 


no ſooner was the Parliament up, "but by the Intereſt of thoſe fawning time-ſervers, 


the ſaid Mainwaring and Sibthorp were preferred, and Archbiſhop Abbot frowned 
npon, becauſe he would not Licenſe ſuch pulpit deftructive Dodrines. And it is 
{ach only of the Clergy, and other lewd Prieſts, that are in contempe and vile 
eſteem with the Nation, whilſt' others, true Church of Erzgland Men indeed, are 
as highly in their Eſteem and Veneration. Thus to diſcover Crimes of ſome Prieſts 
is not to Calumniate the Church of England, but that ſhe may be purged of ſuch 
Vermin. | | | 
'The Reverend Dean of Rippon in his Sermon on 1 Kings 8. 66, is of like Mind and 


Principles, who therein declares, That be the Kings Heart inclinable to. any Religion or 


none, yet it leaves bim no Rival, none to contraditt him; for he is made our King by God's 
Law, of which the Law of the Land # only declarative. Rings muſt not be upbraided 
with their Promiſes ; which Promiſes are Donativves, and it u reaſon the Donor ſhould bave 
the explaining of his ewn Mind : that the King s major univerſis, as well zs ſingulis ; 
that the ſole Legiſlative Power us lodged in the King, and to him belongs the Interpretation 
of all Laws, and Diſpenſing with them : and that he may make a grant with a non ob- 
ſtante to them, &c. Pure Dodrine for a Reverend Dean to Preach, and yet this 
pure Pungril Church of England Man preferred to be Biſhop of Cheſter for theſe 
abominable Dodtrines. 

Whoever will ſeriouſly conſider and compare thoſe diſmal Preachments and 
Prints, deſtructive to -all human Societies, which our high Church of England Men 
pulpitted and printed heretofore, and how highly they were diſguſted by ſeveral 
Parliaments, ( the greateſt Wiſdom of our Nation, ) and dillatisfied therewith, and 
how they ſtigmatized thoſe very Do&trines, and condemning the Authors of them 
to mul&s and puniſhments, and yet when thoſe Parliaments were up, thole very falſe 
Teachers were carreſled with Pardons and Preferments ; whoever I ſay will com- 
pare thoſe Do&rines with thoſe Mr. Samuel Fobnſon printed and maintained, even 
to the undergoing of Inquiſition Torments, and which the preſent Parliament and 
generality of the Nation now own, juſtifie, and practiſe with their Lives and For- 
tunes, muft confeſs that both the Reward and Puniſhment of the one and the 
other were mightily miſplaced. 

Ic is yet freſh -in our own Memories when our Clergy were much more mo- 
deft, when but'one Temporizing S:bthorp, and another Court-Parafite Mainwarin 
durſt Pulpit or Princ ſuch Do&rines under the Sacred "Title of Apoftolick Obedience, 


' Licensd by the then Biſhop of London, and for which they received the juſt Cen- 


ſures of the King and the whole Kingdom in Parliament ; which in the trueſt 
ſenſe, is the Church, or rather the Repreſentative Governing part both of Church 
and State, the Biſhops and Priefts being but Officers thereof ; ( which they do nor 
love to hear of ,) but-now Confidence, nay the Brow of Braſs, is the Temper and 
Complexion of very many Pulpits, which 'Thunder every where with ſuch Docu- 
ments and Outcries, as the High-ways to Preferments, always having their Mouths 
half-cocke toilet fly-at all their gain-layers, not only in the Pulpits and Prints, but alſo 
inall publick places and Meetings, as Coffee-Houſes, eftminker-Hall, Court of Requeſt, 
Lobbies in Parliament-time can witneſs ; whereby they haye obtained a new _—_ of 
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Ecdeſiaſticks of al. Perſwafions. 


Tory Church of England Men. They ſcorn to conſider the black Charaers they were 
then ſtigmatized and branded with by former Parliaments, as ſerpezs qui devorat ſer- 
pentem fit Draco, that they tended to the. alteration. and ſubverfion of the whole 
Frame and Fabrick of the State and Common-wealth : © That they tended' to :the 
© ſeducing of the Conſcience of' the King, to increaſe his Royal diſpleaſure againſt 
© his Subjects, to ſcandalize, impeach, and ſubvert the good Laws and-Government of 
* the Kingdom, and Authority of Parliaments 3 to avert his Majeſty's Mind from cal- 
© ling of Parliaments, to alienate his Royal Heart 'from his People, to cauſe Jealou- 
© fies, Sedition, and Diviſions 1n the Kingdom, &c. Beſides theſe CharaRers, they 
© held it a great preſumption for a private Divine to debate the-Right and Power 
* of the King; which is a matter of ſach a nature asto be handled onely in Parlia- 
* ment, and that with moderation : and therefore the ſaid two Sexmons, called Re- 
© ligion and Allegiance, were adjudged to be called in, and burnt by the. King's Pro- 
* clamation; the Author to make his ſubmiſtion and acknowledgment of his Crime; 
* to be impriſoned during the pleaſure of the Houſe, to be fined 10004. ſuſpend- 
*ed for three Years from the. Exercile of the Miniſtery , diſabled to: have any 
* Ecclefiaſtical Dignity, or Secular Office, and for ever diſabled to Preach at Court. 
A better Example to imitate: and follow , than either Fire and Faggot; or the 
Addreſs of the Univerſities, or the Pulpit Doctrines of the 9th of September 1683; 
wherein both King, Nobles, Prelates, and People were interelſed in that Judg: 
ment. Were ſuch Tenets of 1uch ill confequence by the Judgment of the- whole 
Nation in thoſe Days, and are they not theſame-now ? where's the difference ?. The 
violation offered to plain Texts. of. Scripture, by” perverting the true and-natural 
ſenſe and meaning of them, by fuch of the Clergy, (a Generation 'of Men that-uni 
der the umbrage-of that Sacred:Canopy of Religion, as being appointed Teach- 
ers and Miniſters of the Goſpel, indued with the Power of Ordination, ſet up fot 


chemſelves in an oppoſite and diſtin& Intereſt, ſeparated fromthe reſt, or:Body 


of the Church, whereby they erect regnum 'in regyo againſt the-Purity and Sincert- 
ty of Religion and Intereſt of Mankind : .and this they have. been-upon the catch 
to compals by little and little almoſt ever ſince the Apoſtles Days, - and that by-ft- 
niſter means ) hath been the occaſion of all Miſgovernments, by aſcribing Divine 
Power to Kings, and that they. are accountable to none but \God: for, any male-regix 
ment. w vs | a $14 wh ns Bt 

Falſe Prophets! not confidering if Rulers hearken to Lyes; ( and ſuch. are, all: falfs 
ploſſers on Texts of Scripture, ) al-his ſervants will. be wicked, Prov. 9. 12.-Juch-like 
of the Clergy: are the 'Time-ſervers and Court-Paraſites, that draw odiuyp:; and: con; 
rempt upon that- Sacred Profeſtion that ought. to be had in. Reverence..by. all-the 
Sons and 'Daughters of Men. I could wiſh that they would: frri# pull ons the Beanis 


that are in their own Eyes, before they go about to remove. the Motes that are in their Bro- 


tbers Eyes. Should I rake (as ſome. naked Truths have done) intothe Boſome of their 
Regiment-of their Church Diſcipline, I doubt. it would be found ſo foul. as not to 
be ſwept,- cleanſed; and purified; but by-the::Beeſoms of deſftruttion, by reducing - ic 
to what ic was inthe. Apoſtles days, and pureſt times, which might eaſily be, done if 
Prieſts were more Heavenly than, Earthly minded,. and would firft ſcek che-Kingdom 
of Heaven ; under which eafie :Government: the. Goſpel flouriſhed, (tho' all. Nations 
and Kingdoms.were accurled Enemies thereunto, ). and would. :flouriſh \now. again 
with greater Purity than now! it doth, did not- our Tory Ecglefiaſticks. diſdain, and 
think it. too mean and below: them to live-the. life of: the Apoſtles,. and as Chriſt him: 
ſelf did ;, who, tho* being in the, Form of Goa, ' and thought it no robbery to begequal with 
God, yet made himſelf of no Reputation, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, an4 to 
Miniſter, and not be adminiftred unto,  Remembex.the Reprimand, and Counſels that 
Chriſt himſelf gave to Fames and Fobnr, - who ſought high things ; but it ſhall;nat. be.\ſo 
among you : but whoever will be great among you, let him be tbe Miniſter, Math: 4; 
Mark 10. Lake 22. / e448 h4 hm 6 F v : £14. O05 191342 2 $1191; » 
- However let us conſider what Government Chriſt left to his Church, and. trace 
that as far as we can, that we may ſee how well it hath been obſerved, or how 
far degenerated: : LILLE 93 rg b[26dets fn; oY BERyH En en orien} 
The Church, the Kingdomiof our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, is the.moſt glorious Seate in 
the World;: formed in the Gouncil of God-; before the Creation-of the Heave! 
founded on'the' Croſs of -his..S6n # the. fulneſs of time, .governed by: hi 
Self,. quickned. by his Spirit, the.moft valued of. all, his Jewels, the laſt End: 
his Works, and. the oncly'Scops of all his Marvels; a State, Hot mortal, 
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dureth for ever, againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail: Tt is the Houſe*of Al- 
mighty God, the Temple of his Holineſs, the Pillar of his Truth, the Dwelling- 
place of his Grace and Glory. This Chyrch, thi Kingdom, tho* it z not of thus World, yer 
- its firſt choſen, gathered, ere&ed andeſtabliſhed in this World,not by the Wiſdom of 


the mighty Potentates of this World, viz. Kings, Emperors, and Armies, but by 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, by Fiſhermen, and other literate and mean Perſons, and 
would have its Adminiftrations without Temporal or Secular mixtures of human Power 
or Policy, as ſo much as of inticing words, leſt his People ſhould thereby be be- 
guiled, Col. 2. 4. but choſe rather by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching to propagate his Goſpel, 
and to confound the wiſe and the mighty things of the World. So Paul, 1 Cor. 2. my ſpeech, 
and my preaching was not with inticing words of man's wiſdom, but in demonſtraticn of 
the. Spirit, and of power, V. 4+. That your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of Men, 
but in the power of God, ver. 5. However, we ſpeak wiſdom among them that are per- 
fet ;, yet not the wiſdom of this world, nor of the Princes of the world, ver. 6. but we 
| «utes wiſdom of God in a myſteris , even the bidden wiſdom which God ordained 
la the world , urito' our glory, verſe 7. Which none of the Princes of the world 
ew, CC. | | | 
| Wc way and manner of propagating the Goſpel, and gathering of Churches from 
the beginning was after this fort and manner, viz. Chriſt after his Aſcenſion having 
given them their Commiſſion, Matth. 28. 19, 20. and having filled. all the Apoſtles 
with the Holy Ghoſt, according to bis promiſe, As 1. 8. and endued them with tongues ; 
they departed, and ſeparated, and gathered ſeveral Congregations or Churches, 1o 
that-the: ſound thereof went into all the Earth, and their words unto the: ends of the World, 
Rom--10. 18. which was after this manner, viz. Chriſt after his Glorious Reſur- 
redtion, having led Captivity Captive he gave gifts unto men, and called ſome to be 
bu. Apoſtles, ſome Prophers ſome Teachers and Paſtors, &c. who, after they 'had choſen 
Matthias in the room of Judas the Traitor, and cloven Tongues like as Fire having ſate 
op0n each of them," and all filed with the Holy Ghoſt, and having preached the Golpel 
at Feruſalem and thereabouts, the Word:-of God and Number of Diſciples daily in- 
creaſing, from'120/to 3000. and: more for which they being perſecuted by the 
Chief Prieſts and Saddices, becauſe they taught the People, and preached through Jeſm the 
Reſurre#ion of the Dead,' ( which ſeems to be the fame Year that Chriſt was Cruci- 
hed, viz. An. v/£t. ſuz 33. and 18. Tiberins) ſcourging ſome, and killing others : Which Per: 
fecution occaſioned divers of the Brethren to withdraw themſelves - into Neighbour- 
ing Places and Countries, which gave occaſion tothe Goſpel to 'be more univerſal- 
ly ſpread'throughoue Paleſtine, '( the Apoſtles yet remaining in Feruſalem, ) 46s 8, 
who afterwards diſperſing themſelves, alſo ſpread the Goſpel into all. Nations after 
this fort and manner, viz. when a certain Number of -Brethren, being; Converted 
and well Inſtruced in the true Faith, 'agreed- among themſelves to build.or hire a 
Temple, Tabernacle, or i Houſe, for their joint meerings and exerciſing their Reli- 
gion, hired a Prieſt, and conſtituted a Church; and as the Number encrealed, fo that 
the Church and 'Prieſt-being not ſufficient for them: all, thoſe who. were. molt re- 
more did build another, and fit themſelves. with more conveniences; :: | Z 
- Abourthe end of the'Firſt Century, or beginning. of the Second, for good order 
and concord; and' for cyvility and reſpet# they did bear to their Biſhop or: Prieſt, cuſtors. be: 
g4n.to include his conſent' alſo; which in proces of time-ſoon degenerated- into Lu: 
ciferian Uſurpation, bythe oblique Artifices of che'Prieſts or Biſhops; of which Rome 
in" proceſs of time- taking hold, made-great uſe 'to- the abuſing of the Power of the 
Brethren,” and to incroach upon the Priviledges of the Body of the Church. Ea Þ 
Itis not'unworthy of our further obſervation,” That all this while the Apoftles 
and their 'Succefſors were ny 6 ens " one” of the other, and ſo were their /everal and 
felefÞ gathered Congregations. And tho*-there were: Thouſands of Churches gathered 
by the "Apoſtles and their Succefſors, yet there are no. foot-ſteps remaining that the 
Churches gathered by any one Apoſtle, or Biſhop, or Presbyter, were-ſubje& or did 
d x d' on any one or more Churches, gathered by any other 'or more A- 
"The like is as true, after the death of the Apoſtles, That no one Church by what 
Apoftle foever gathered, 'was left ſubje& to any other Church: gathered by any 
ther Apoſtle, no'tor yet ſubje& 'to-any other Church/of their own converting and 
gathering; but eeery Clurch was to be governed by its own' peculiar Body, obſerving Go? 


"ts, Vit. 10 Tove one another; 'to' do all things decently and in order, 8c. Tho. 
rped- a monſtrous Supremacy'over all Churches,” yet how, I 
2» | when, 
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when, and by what Artifices and Tricks the Popes have uſurped and-monopolized 
_ it tO Ek Hiſtories are full and plain. + 7 RR ey i PORT I 
\ It is no leſs worthy of our obſervation, That..the.Dioceſles or the Provinces of 
the Paſtors and Teachers, ( whether Biſhops or Presbyters ) of the ſeveral congre. 
gated Churches, did not extend beyond one Church,, oye Altar, or oe Pariſh, -i. e. ſich a 
Number of Chriſtians as might all aſſemble and meet xo Confer, Hear, and Commis 
nicate one with another for marual. Edification, ie that every Biſhop or Presbyter 
might take Cognizance of every Man's Life, and Converſation, and. of the Spixi- 
tual ſtate of every individual Sonl, of ſuch congregated Churches. -And One hun- 
dred and fifty Souls were thought by St. Chryſofom and others, ,as many as 'one 
Paſtor could well, and more than he could without great labour, diſcharge. ©.. his 
Homil. im Ignat. Wy 
Paulings, Biſhop of Tyre in Conſtantine's time, had but ſo many under his Epiſco- 
pal charge, as the Panegeriſt in Enſebins informs us, as he could take a Perſonal notice 
of their Souls, and accurately examine the inward ſtate of every one, acquainting 
himſelf throughly with the condition of all thoſe Souls that were committed -'to 
him. | evi 
As Chriſt's Church and Kingdom excelleth and differeth from all the: Kingdoms 
of the World, ſo doth irs Government, .( becauſe it was ta be gathered and eſtabliſh: 
ed in all other Kingdoms,accurſed Enemies therennco, ) therefore Heavenly Wiſdom 
it ſelf appointed and ordained ſuch a Government for his Church, as it might ex; 
erciſe in any Nation by its own Spiritual Laws without the help. of Baman. Adotwres, 
Superſtruftions, or Politicks, and without interfering with their Govexnment or wieh 
their Laws, or prejudicing their Civil Rights. hat alterations or additions have 
been made to this Government -in any Nation, .that Nation hath. thereby as much 
as in them lies reproached that Wiſdom which # fram above, and pare, and out of the 
proud conceits of their own Wiſdom and Politicks,and qus.of their own covetousan 
ambitious ProjeRs, and out of the mean conceits of the;Purity and Simplicity of the 
Goſpel have ſcorned to ſubſcribe and ſubmit to Gods. own - Appointment, not con- 
renting themſelves to be Servants and Miniſters of the Church, ag. Ghrift bimfelf, anda 
the Apoſtles were, but will be Maſters, Lords, Dukes, Marguilles, Eazls, Princes, Judges, 
Cardinals, Pontifts, what not ? over their Flocks, and oves-all ths Kingdoms-of: the 
+4 3 EF they demonſtrated their own Wiſdom and Politicks' to be /Eartbly, Sert 
ual, Divell . BY , Ko Cog hr ni 5.4, Eq MRS. 05ESTHS 
As if Chrift (in-whom are hid. all the Treaſtires of Wiſdom and Knowledge) 
did not know . what Government was fitteſt and beſt for his Church and Kingdom, 
who choſe to eſtabliſh ic not by. high and mighty Powers, Princes, Potentates, and 
Pontiffs, but by mean and inconſiderate Perſons (Fiſhermen, Tent-makers, and the 
like ). to magnifies the Power of his Grace, and [thereby -to. confound. .the Wiſdom 
of the Worldly Wiſe. Bu# fo. it ſhall 0t be among yon :' but: whoever ſhall be great 
among you, ſhall. be your. miniſter ; And whoever'ſhall be chiefeſ#, (hall be; ſervant of all 
For even the Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto., but t0 miniſter, Mark 't6. 
4.3» 44, 45- | I-&:& 5. WE ARG, ITE 
ts Government Chriſt infeparably and indiſpenſably annexed: this great. Pre- 
rogative and Priniledge, wiz. Liberty of Preaching. and Propagatmng: bis Goſpel to: all 
Nations, when he ſaid, Go teach all nations, 8c. and that beyond all contradiction of 
any Perſon: or Pawer whatfoeyer, King, 'or Pontiff: with a command ; that Kings 
ſhould be their Nuvfing Fathers,:: 7 4 0 Wh 


What were they bur the Chief Priefts, Seribes, and Elders, that queſtioned Chriſt” 


(Prince of all the Kindoms of the earth, Rev. 1. 5. ant to whom God had given'the Heathey 
for ba inheritance, and the utmoſF :parts off the earthi for bas poſſeſſion, Pla). 3. 8. ) wheh he 
Taught in the Temple, and Preached: the Golpel, by 2ubat Awtbority be did thoſe things ? 
and 2ho it was that gave bim that authority 3 Litke 20. 3,13. . And did; not Cheriſh dil- 
dain to give them a atisfactory Anſwer, as Perforis medling with: that; they had no- 
thing to do with all? And are noe-thote in-our Pays as fawcy andiinfalenc as thoſe, 
proud Prieſts of- old were, who: endeavour to mwazle the Months of thoſe that fhowhd 
tread'out their Corn, and bring forth the food: of Life unta the, People, and; thas for things 
only indifferent, na ways tial to Salvation. ?'! Aud not only; fo,. but Perfecuting 
them by Suſpenſions, depriving them of theis Libenry, Maintenance 

Mulas, Impriſanmene, &c. Plaguss little: inferien.to;thofe of the,biellidh; Bnquilit 

a Sin as National as Doinking, Drablbing, Swearing, or the bke;3.and: 
tional, Puablick,and Soiemn- ky 
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thoſe" times th ugn 
cauſe- what was: uled. 


oft all+peradventure, and beyond all contradiction, Chriſt knowing that his 
eſſefeers which he ſent to gather a-People'to himſelf out of Fews and. Gen-d. © 
les, Hedrhens, Publicans, and Sinners; by perſwafive means only, were to build up his'® 
"Church wichin the Boſoms of Kingdoms, ( avowed and accurſed Enemies to-his 


Goſpel, ) he "therefore gave them ſuch'Do&rines, and ſuch Commiſſions, for Do- 
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